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Y kHAa38 momel Xopowiue manepbi...
Yunbam lekcnup

HoBast AHrang, 1835 r.

Anexc Craddopa BBITJISISH B TOUHOCTH TaK, KaK MaMa €ro OIMChIBasIa.
DT0 0BT BHICOKMI TEMHOBOJIOCHIN MYy:*KUMHa — HUKOTO 00Jiee KpaCHBOTO
Capa B cBOei1 3K13HU ellie He Buaesa. Jlaxe B MbUIBHOM JOPOXKHON onexkie,
C MOKPBIMHM OT IT0Ta BOJIOCAMU, OH IMOXOAWI Ha IIPMHIIA U3 CKAa30K, KOTO-
pbie MaMa ynTania eil. Cepaue Capbl TpOMKO OMJIOCH OT MEPETIOTHSABIINX
€e TOPAOCTH U HeBOOOpa3suMoi pagocTu. Hu y Koro n3 3HaKOMBIX et
JieTeii He OBIJIO TaKOTo OTLA, KOTOPHIM MOT Obl CPABHUTHLCS C €€ Maroi.

OH 1ocMOTpes Ha Hee CBOMMU TEMHBIMU IJIa3aMM, U €€ CepILie 3a-
Mepso. OHa OblJIa 07eTa B CBOE caMoe JIydlliee Tojiydoe riaThbe U Oesblit
¢apTyK, ee BoJIOCh MaMa yKpacujia pO30BbIMU U T'OJTyObIMU JICHTAMMU.
HpaButcsa nu narne To, Kak oHa BRIIISAUT? Mama ckasajia, 4To roJy-
0011 — ero JIOOMMBIi 1IBET, HO TOTrAa OYEMY Ha MAlMHOM JIM1I€ HEe BUTHO
yIbIOKN? BBITH MOXKET, OHa BEACT Ce0s KaK-TO He TaK?

Mama cka3zajia, 4To el Hy>KHO CTOSITb CMUPHO, AepKaTh CITMHY IIPSIMO
1 BecTH cebd Kak oHag jenu. OHa ckasaja, 4To rare 3To 00s3aTeJIbHO
noHpaButcs. Ho oH BoBce He Ka3ajics TOBOJbHBIM.

— AJlekc, Hy pa3Be oHa He xopoia? — crpocujia Mama. Ee royoc
3By4YaJl CTPaHHO... 1 HeecTeCTBeHHO.— He mpaBna i, oHa camast Kpa-
CHMBasl U3 BCEX MaJIeHbKUX AEBOYEK?

Cape nmoka3zajioch, 4YTO MaIllMHBI TJ1a3a ellle OobIlIe TOTEMHEIH; eTo
OpoBU CABUHYJIUCH. OH COBCEM HE BBITJISIAC CUACTIMBBIM UEJIOBEKOM.
Kazanoce, oH 3nuics. Ceituac y Hero ObLJIO TaKOe JIU1I0, KaKoe ObIBaIO
y Mambl, Korna Capa 3agaBajia CJIUIIKOM MHOTO BOIIPOCOB MJIM Yepec-
4yp MHOT'O TOBOpUJIA.

— ITopoxan MUHYTKY, — ObICTpO nporoBopujia Mama. CIUILIKOM
owicTpo. OHa uTo, yero-to 6outcsa? Ho mouemy? — Asnexc, g 3agajia
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Bcero oauH Bompoc. IToxanyiicTa, CKaxXul YTO-HUOYIb. DTO TaK MHOTO
IIJIs1 Hee 3HA4YuT!

Anexkc Craddopn npuctanbHo cMoTpes Ha Capy. Ero ryosl Obutn
IJTOTHO CXKaThbl, OH ITPOIOJIKA MoJjida u3ydyath ee. Capa cTapanach He
LIEBEJUTHCS. DTUM YyTPOM OHa J0JIT0 paccMaTpuBaJjia ce0sl B 3epKa-
JIe ¥ TIO3TOMY XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa, YTO OH YBUIMT. Y Hee ObLIUA OTIOBCKUIA
MOA0OPOAOK 1 HOC, a CBETJIbIE BOJIOCHI M HEXKHAST KOXa JOCTAIUCh OT
MaTtepu. IJ1a3a Toxe IMoXoAnId Ha MaMUHBI, HO elie 6ojiee cuHue. Cape
TaK XOTeJIOCh, YTOOBI Tara yBUIET, Kakas y Hero KpacuBasl 109b, — OHA
CMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¢ HaleXXnou 1 oxxuaanueMm. Ho B3misim ero ot aToro
HE CTAaHOBWJICS HU MsTUe, HU qo0pee.

— Thsl Benb BeIOpasia rojy0oii iBeT He ciydyaiiHo, Maii? — CioBa
narnbl ucnyraau Capy. OT HUX BesiIo X0JI0A0M U focanoit.— He moromy
JIA, 9TO 3TO TIOJYEPKUBAET 1IBET €€ a3’

Capa Huuero He MorJia moHsTh. OHa ITOCMOTpEJIa Ha MaMy, U ee
ceplle CHOBa 3aMepJio, KOTa OHa YBUEa IO MaTepy, UCKaXKeHHOe
oT 60J1u.

AJtekc 3aKpuya, MOBePHYB I'OJIOBY K MPUXOXKE:

— Xunog!

— Ee 31ech HeT,— TUXO cKa3ajia MaMa, BLICOKO ITOTHSIB TOJIOBY. —
A nana el BBIXOJHOM.

[TanuHbI T71a3a cTaNM elie TeMHee.

— Bot kak? Tel 1100uU11Ib CO31aBaTh HEPa3pelIuMble ITPOOJIEMbI, HE
npaszia Jiv, foporas?

Mawma 3amMepJia Ha CEKyHIY, 3aTeM cXaJjla ryobl U IIOCMOTpeJia Ha
Capy. Yto npoucxoaut? C rirydbokoii rpycteio Capa nbiTajaach MOHSTh,
Ho He MorJja. Pa3Be mama He pan BuaeTh ee? OHa Obljia TaK CYacTIMBa,
YTO CMOKET MOOBITH C HUM XOTh HEMHOXKKO...

— Yto Tebe Hy:kHO? YUTOo ThI X0uelbr? — Mama cripalinBaia Iary,
a Capa mpoaorKaiia CTosITh, He IIeBeJIsICh, He U37aBasi HU 3ByKa, BCe
ele HalesICh.

— IlycTb oHa yiinet. S nymaro, oHa 3HaeT, Kak HaiiTu XJI010.

JIniio MamMbl BHE3aITHO TTOKPBUIOCH KPACHBIMU TISITHAMM.

— Yro ThI X0UelIb 3TUM CKazaTh, Ajiekc? UTo s pa3BieKkana Apyrux,
Korja teds1 He ObLI10?

Capa crosiia B HemoyMeHUr. OHU TOBOPWIIM APYT C APYTOM TaK XO-
JIOMHO, HUKTO U3 HUX HU pa3y He B3IJISIHYJI Ha Hee. MoXeT, OHU TTPOCTO
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3a0bU1M 0 Heli? YTo-To He Tak, HO yTo? Mama Ka3ajiach 00e3yMeBIIEH.
ITouyemy mamna Tak pa3o3/1ujcs, y3HaB, YTO XJIOU HET aoma?

3akycuB ry0y, Capa mocmotpena Ha poauteneit. [Togoiins mooke,
OHa rojieprajia oTua 3a KypTKy:

— Ilama...

— He Ha3biBait MeHS Tak.

OHa oTcTynuia Ha3aj, UCITyraHHas U CMYILIEHHas ero cjioBamu. OH Bellb
ee orell. Mama eii Tak ropopuiia. OH j1axe MpruBO3WII € OAapKU — KaKIbIi
pa3, Korja Bo3Bpallajics 10MOi. DTU IoAapKu eii faBajga MmaMa. MOXerT,
OH 3JIUTCS TIOTOMY, UYTO OHAa HUKOT/Aa He OJ1arojapuia ero 3a nogapku?

— 1 xouy nmoGyiarogapuTh T€Os 3a T€ MOJAPKU, KOTOPHIE THI...

— 3amonuu, Capa,— OBICTPO cKa3aja Mmama.— He ceifuac, noporasi.

ITana rHeBHO MTOCMOTpEJ HA Mamy:

— ITo3BoJb eit roBopuTh. Thl Benb 3TOro Xotena, BepHo? I[Touemy xe
ThI 3aThIKAEIIb €ii pOT ceituac, Moaii?

Mama nogo1ia nooamxe u nojoxuia pyky Cape Ha miedo. Capa
YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK JIPOXXAT MAaMUHBI MaJIbLIbl, HO TEMEPD Mara HAKJIOHWUJICS
K Heil u ynbidacs.

— Kakue nmogapku? — CIIpOCHII OH.

OH ObLJ1 TaKOW KPacUBBIN U BBITJISAE]T TOYHO TaK, KAK MaMa ero OMu-
cbiBajia. Capa 4yBCTBOBaJa TOPJOCTh OT MBICJIU, YTO 3TO €€ OTell.

— Pacckaxu MHe, MasieHbKast MOsI.

— MHe Tak HpaBUJIKCh 1IOKOJIAJK1, KOTOPbIE Thl MHE MPUBO3WJI, —
ckazasna Capa, 4yBCTBYSI, KaK BCE BHYTPHU Hee TIOTEIIeNI0 U UCTIOJIHUIIOCh
TrOPIOCTU OT ero BHUMaHMsI.— OHU ObLIM 0YeHb BKycHbIe. Ho GoJibiiie
BCETO $1 JTI00J110 XpyCTaJbHOTO JieOes.

OHa cHoBa yJIbI0HYJ1ach, OHa OYKBaJIbHO CHsIa OT pafoCTH M3-3a TOTO,
YTO Tara BHUMaTeIbHO ee Bhicayiai. OH gaxe yiabioaics, xots Capa He
MorJja Obl CKa3aTh, YTO €ii IOHpPaBUJIACh €ro yJblOKa,— OHa ObLiIa eBa
3aMETHOM 1 HATSHYTOM.

— 3aMeyaTesibHO,— ITPOTOBOPUJI OH U BhIpsiMuiics. [TocMoTpen Ha
Mamy.— MHe NpUSITHO y3HaTh, KAK MHOTO 3HaYaT MOM TOJIAapKH.

Capa nocmorpesia Ha OTla, B3BOJTHOBAHHAS YCAbIIIAHHBIM.

— 4 nocraBuia ero B KOMHarTe Ha NMoJOKOHHUK. COJIHIIE CBETUT
MPSIMO Yepe3 HETO, U Pa3HOLIBETHBIE JTYYMKHM pa30eraloTcs Mo KOMHare.
Xoueub Moty nocMoTpeTh? — OHa B3siia ero 3a pyky. Korma oH pe3ko
OTIIEPHYJI PYKY, OHA 3aMoprajia OOMXEeHHO, HUYEeTO HE MOHUMasI.
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Mawma 3akycuiia ryoy u IpoTsiHyJia ObLJIO PYKY K HEMY, HO TIOTOM
octaHoBuaach. OHa Ka3anach HanyraHHoi. Capa nepeBoauia B3rJsi1
¢ mamnbl HA MaMy U 00paTHO, MbITAsICh MOHSATh, YTO OHA HE TaK Cle-
Jlana. Moxert ObITh, Mana HeJ0BOJIEH TeM, UTO €ii MOHPABUJIUCH €TO
rnogapku?

— Hrak, Tl oTHajIa MOU MoAapKU pedeHKY. XOpolllo, YTo 5 y3HaJ,
KaK MHOT'O OHU 3Hayart JUis Te0s.

Capa oTKpbLIa ObUIO POT, HO MpeXIe YeM OHa ycIiesa IIPOU3HECTU
XOTb CJIOBO, MaMa, HEXKHO KOCHYBIIIMCH €€ Iljleya, cKazaa:

— Jloporasi, Oyab XOpoIlleii 1eBOUYKOM, MW Ha YIUILY U IIOUTrpail Tam
HEMHOTO.

Capa BCTpeBOKEHHO ITocMoTpeia Ha mamy. Heyxenu oHa caenaia
YTO-TO HE TaK?

— MozxxHo MHe ocTaTbes? S Oymy BecTu ce0Osi OUeHb TUXO.

Mama He oTBetwia. Ee riiaza Giecrenu ot cjie3, U OHa IpoaorKaia
CMOTpETH Ha Marny.

Anekc B3rsiHya Ha Capy.

— 4 xouy, 4TOOBI ThHI MMOIIIA W TTIOUTPAJIA HA YJIUIIE,— TUXO CKa3aj
oH.— Ham Hy>XHO OroBOpUTH C TBOEII MaMOii HaeIMHE.

OH yabIOHYJICS M moryiaaui ee no iieke. Capa 3aynbidanach, Ipuas
B IIOJIHBIM BocTOPI. Ilama moriaauia ee: oH coBceM He 3nutcs. OH ee
mobut! Mama ObLia rpasa.

— Mory s BOWTH, KOTJa Bbl 3aKOHYMUTE TOBOPUTH?

JIu1o manel cTano HaNpPsSKEHHBIM, U OH XOJIOJAHO MTPOU3HEC:!

— TBos MaMa BBIIAET U MO30BET T€OsI. A Terepb Oeru, TYJIsId.

— Ha, nama.— Cape TaK XOTeJIOCh OCTaThCsI, HO €lle OOJIbIIIE eif XO-
TeJIOCh YroAuTh namne. OHa BbllilJia U3 TOCTUHOM, PO Yepe3 KyXHIO
K 3anHeii 1Bepu. CopBaB HECKOJILKO MaprapuTOK, KOTOPbIE POCIIU PSIIOM
C IBEPBIO, OHA HampaBuach K KaiuTke. OHa 1111a, 00pbiBas JEnecTKU
LIBETOB.

— JI1oOuT, He JIIOOUT, JTIOOUT, HE JIFOOUT. ..

Hoiing oo yria noMa, oHa 3amoJiyaia. Eit oueHb He X0Tenoch Oecro-
KouTh MaMy U narty. Eif mpocTo XoTe0ch ObITh PSIIOM.

Capa npenanach MeutaM. MoxXeT ObITh, I1ara IMocaauT ee K cede Ha
rieyr. OHa MeuTaJia MPOKaTUTLCS BMECTE C HUM Ha ero 0OJIbILION yep-
Holi Jjomanu. KoHeuHo Xe, eit Hy>kHO OyneTt nepeoaerbes. OH TOUHO
He 3aX04YeT, YTOObl OHa ucnaykaiachk. OHa MeuTaja MoCUIeTh Ha ero
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KOJIEHSIX, ITI0Ka OHM ¢ MaMoii OyayT 6ecenoBathb. Eii Obl 3TO 0UeHb-0UEHb
TTOHPABUJIOCh, U OHA ObI CHJENIa TUXO, HUKOMY He Mellaa.

OKHO TOCTUHOM OBIJIO OTKPBITO, ¥ OHA CJIbIIIaTa TOHOCHUBIITUECS
rojjoca. Mama Jiro6ujia, Koraa TOCTUHYIO HallOJTHSIT apoMar LIBETOB.
Capa ocTaHOBWJIACH ITOJT OKHOM U MPUCITYIIANACh K TOJI0CaM POAMTENEH.
Tak oHa cMOXeT y3HaTh, KOTAa OHU 3aKOHYAT, YTOOBI € MOXKHO ObLIO
BEPHYTbCS B KOMHaTy. Eciii oHa OymeT cuaeTh O4eHb TUXO0, TO, KOHEYHO,
HE MOOECITOKOUT UX. A MaMe He TIPUAETCS 0JITO €€ UCKATh.

— Yto g mojkHa ObL1a AenaaTh, Anekc? Thl HUKOIIa He TPOBOIII
¢ Helt JocTaTouHO BpeMeHu. UTo s moJkHa ObLia eit roBopuTh? UTo ee
oTLy HaruieBaTh? UTO OH He XOTeJI €€ POXKACHMS?

Capa oTkpbuia poT oT yausieHus. «Ckadcu, 4umo 3mo He mak, nana!
Craxcu, umo smo He makh

— 4 npuBe3 aToro nedenas uz EBpomnsl aist mebs, a Thl OTAaja €ro
peOeHKY, KOTOPBIi He TOHMMAET, HACKOJIbKO OH LIEHHbII. MOXET ObITh,
U XKeMYYT ThI eii oTnana? A My3blkajbHas 1mKaryika? f mymalo, oHa 1 ee
noJryunnaal

Mapraputku Boinaiu u3 pyk Capbl. OHa cena Ha 3eMJTI0, 3a0bIB O CBO-
€M KpacHBOM ILIaThe. PamocThb, OT KOTOPOIi COBCEM HEIaBHO TaK CUITBHO
KOJIOTWJIOCH €€ Ceplillie, MEUIEHHO yracajia. Bce BHyTpy nepeBopaurBaioch
C KaXXIIbIM HOBBIM CJIOBOM.

— Agnexc, nmoxainyiicra! {I He BUXY B 3TOM I1po0eMbl. Tak ObLIO
nipoiie. CeroaHs yTpoM OHa CIIpOCHJia MEHs, JOCTaTOYHO JIM OHA yXKe
B3pocJias 1Jisl BCTpeuu ¢ To6oil. OHa 3a1aeT MHE 3TOT BOIIPOC KaxXKIbIi1
pa3, Korjaa Thl Ipue3xaelilb. Pa3Be s1 MorJia ele pa3 cKka3aTb €l «HeT»?
Y MeHs Bce-Taku ecThb cepaiie. OHa He MOXET IMOHSITh MPUYMHY TBOETO
npeHeoOpexeHus. [la u s1 Toxe.

— Tol 3Hae1Ib MOE OTHOIIIEHHE K HEil.

— Kak Tbl MOXelllb TOBOPUTH O CBOMX YYBCTBAX, €CJIU ThI €€ CO-
BCeM He 3Haellb? OHa mpekpacHblil pedeHoK, Anekc. OueHb OoliKast
u oyapoBaTteabHas. OHa Tak moxoxa Ha Te0s1. I oHa 1M4HOCTh, AJleKc.
Tsl HE MOXeIb BEYHO UTHOPUPOBATH €€ cylecTBoBaHue. OHa TBOSA
J0Yb...

— ¥V MeHs 10CTaTOYHO AeTei OT MOeii >KeHbl. 3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHbBIX
nereil. U st roBopuil TeOe, 4YTO He XOuy ellie OJHOro pedeHKa.

— Kak 11 MOXeb Tak roBopuTh? Kak Thl MOXelIb HEHABUIETh
CBOIO ILJIOTh ¥ KPOBb?
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— 1 Tebe roBOpUII O CBOMX UYBCTBAaX C CaMOro Hayaja, HO Thl He
XOTeJia CyllaTh. DTOT peOEHOK He H0JKEH ObUT poauThes, Maii, HO ThI
HacTosJla Ha CBOEM.

— Tsl mymaeninb, 51 xotena 3adepeMeHeTh? JlyMaellb, s xoTes1a pedoeHka?

— 4 yacto pa3mbIiLIsio 00 3ToM. OcoOEHHO IOCe TOro, KakK 51 Halllesl
BBIXOJI M3 TTOJIOXKEHUST 1151 TeOs1, HO Thl OTKa3aiack. Bpau, K koropomy s Te0st
OTIIpaBJIslI, 103a00TUIICS ObI 000 BceM. OH rmoMor Obl Te0e M30aBUTHCS. ..

— 41 He MorJ1a TaKk MOCTYNMUTh. Heykenu Tl TyMaelb, 4To 5 CMOTJIa
ObI YOUTb CBOETO HEPOXKAEHHOI0 pedeHKa? DTOo K€ CMEePTHBII rpex!

— ThI CIMIIIKOM MHOTO BpeMEHM TTpOBea B LIEPKBU, — C HACMEIIIKO#
cKazajt Ajiekc.— A ThI HE [yMaJia, YTo €CJid Obl ThI TOrIa MOC/IyIaza MeHs
U U30aBUJIaCh OT 3TOro pedbeHKa, TO He ObLIO ObI MPO0JIeM, KOTOPhIE TeOe
ceityac npuxonutcs peiarh? Bee ObL10 ObI Tak mpocto. Ho Thl He 3axoTena.

— 4 xotena aToro pedbeHka! — poropopuaa MaMa IpOrHYBIINM Io-
jnocoM.— OHa ObljIa 4aCcThbIO HAC 000uX, AJIEKC, U 51 XOTeJla €€ POJUTD,
Jaxke Toraa, KOraa Thl ObLI MPOTUB...

— B aTOM /11 HacTos1Ias TpUuYrHa?

— ToI nenaenrs MHe 00JIbHO, AJlekc!

Capa B3/1porHysa oT pe3Koro 3ByKa, Kak Oy/TO 4YTO-TO pa30uIOCh.

— B atom 1 npuyurHa, Maii? Ynu Tbl gymaia, 4To eC/id poaullb ee, TO
CMOKeIIb yaepxatb MeHs psiioM? Tebe Benb 3TOro Bceraa Tak He XBaTalo.

— ITouemy Thl MHE He Bepulllb? — Mama Havasa riakaTh. — [ToueMy
ThI HEe MOXelllb MHe IoBepuTh? Thl rynen, Anekc. Ox, uto xe s Haaenanza?
S Bce Te6e otTnanal CBoio ceMblo, Ipy3eil, CBOE CaMOYBaXeHHUE, BCE, BO
4TO 51 BepuJia, BCE HAIEKIBI. ..

— 4 xynun atoT oM i Te0s1. Jlato Tede CTOIBbKO JeHeT, CKOJbKO
Te0e HyXKHO.

Mama 3aroBopujia rpoMue:

— MokelTb 1 Thl TTOYYBCTBOBATH TO, YTO YYBCTBYIO 51, KOTa WY TTO
yimiaMm 3Toro ropoaa? Thl mpueskaelib 1 ye3xaelllb, Korua Te0e yrogaHo.
U Bce 3Ha1O0T, KTO ThI U KTO s1. HUKTO co MHOI1 He pa3roBapuBaeT. Capa
9TO TOXKe YyBCTBYeT. OHA OMHAXKIBI CITPOCHIIA MEHS 00 3TOM, U 5 CKazaia,
YTO MBI HEMHOTO OTJIMYaeMcs OT IPYTUX Jtofeit. Sl He 3Haia, 4To elile
npuaymaTb.— MaMuH rojioc 1poruyia.— 1, HaBepHoe, IOy B af 3a TO,
KeM s cTaja.

— SI ycran Bce BpeMmsi CiiylaTh TBOM OOBUHEHUS U paccKasbl 00 3TOM
pebenke. OHa paspyiumia Bce Mexxay HaMu. [ToMHUIIb, KaK Mbl ObLIN
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cyacTiuBbl? MBI HUKOTJIA HE CITOPUJIU. I HE MOT 10XKIaThCs TOTO JHS,
KOIJa Mbl CHOBA YBUAMMCS U sI CMOT'Y OBITh C TOOOI.

— He...

— WM cKoIbKO BpeMeHHU 51 CMOT MPOBECTU ¢ ToOoi ceronHs? Jocra-
TouHO? ThI TpaTHUILIL BCE CBOE BpeMsl Ha Hee. S Beab Tebe roBOpuII, UTO
MMEHHO TakK Bce 1 OyaeT, BepHo? Jla jiydiiie Obl ee HUKOraa He ObLIo!

Mama BBIKpUKHYJIa Ipsi3HOE pyrateabcTBo. Paznancs rpoxot. B yxace
Capa Bckoumia u rooexana. Ilpo6exana MUMO MaMMHBIX IIBETOB, Yepe3
JIyXKalKy ¥ BbICKOUMJIA HAa JOPOXKY, Benylylo K 0ecenke. bexana o
TeX Mop, MOKa OCTABAIMCH CUJIbL. TSKEs0 /blilla, YyBCTBYS Xap BO BCEM
TeJie, OHa yrnaja Ha TpaBy U pasdpbiaanach. Ciie3bl TEKJIU U TeKJIU U3 €€
ria3. Bckope oHa ycibliiiana Tonot KonbIT. [TeiTasich cipsiTatbesi, OHa
3a0pajlach B BBICOKYIO TpaBy, KOTOpasi TyCTO pocjia y pyubsi, U OCTOPOKHO
BBITJISIHYJIa U3 CBOEro YKpbITUs. OHa yBUEIa OTLA, KOTOPbI CKaKas
Ha CBOEM OrpOMHOM uepHOoM KoHe. HbipHyB o6paTtHO B TpaBy, Capa
CBhEXWJIACh U CUJIea TaM, lJlaya U OXXUJ1ast, YTO MaMa IIpUJIeT U 3adepeT
ee IOMOM.

Ho mama He nipuiiia 1 He no3sania ee. HemHoro norozas Capa peniia
MOMTH 00paTHO K Oeceake. TaM, cpenu LIBETOB, OHA CUJiea 1 XKaja.
Korna Mama HakoHell Mpulia U cTajia 3BaTh €€, CJie3bl YK€ BbICOXIH,
a YMCThIN OeJblii TepeIHUK ObLT BeCh B Tpsi3u. Capy Bce ellle ouia Apoxb
OT TOTO, UTO €1 JOBEJIOCH YCIbIIIATD.

Mawma Obl1a oueHb OJIeIHa, pacIyXIiliyie OT CJie3 IJla3a CMOTpeIu 0e3-
KU3HEeHHOo. [To oaHMM IJ1a30M BUIHEJIACh CUHSS OTMETUHA. bblIo
3aMETHO, YTO MamMa MbITajach MPUMYAPUTh CUHSK. OHa yJibidanach, HO
yJIbIOKa ObLIa HEECTECTBEHHOI U BBIMYYEHHOM.

— Ime To1 ObL1a, noporas? S Teds 1oJaro MckKana.

Capa 3Haja, 4YTO 9TO HellpaBAa. DTO OHa €€ OYeHb JOJIr0 Kaaia.
Mama gocTaiia CBOi KpYKe€BHOI IJIaTOK M OTepJia TPsI3HOE MSITHO Ha
meke Capbl.

— TBoero nany HEOXXMIAHHO BbI3BAJIM 110 JieJlaM,— CKa3ajia OHa.

— OH BepHeTtcs? — crpocuia Capa ucryranHo. OHa 0oJibllie HUKOTAa
He xoTesa ero BuaeTh. OH crnenan MaMme 00JIbHO, OHA TlaKaa.

— Ckopee Bcero, OH yexaj Hagoro. Ml Oynem xknath ero. OH oueHb
3aHSTOW U BaXHBIN YEJIOBEK.

Capa Huyero He ckazayua. Mama B3slJla €€ Ha pyKHU M KpeIKo mpuxaia
K cebe:
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— Bce OyaeT xopoiiio, Muiasi. 3Haelllb, YTO MbI caejaeM? MBI Toii-
JIleM B oM U TiepeoneHemcs. [1oToM cobepeM KOp3MHKY ISl TMKHUKA
U MoiaeM K pyublo. Tebe HpaBUTCS 3Ta uaes?

Capa kuBHYJIa 4 OOHsLIa MaMy 3a 1ieto. Ee ryObl 3aapoxanu, u oHa
130 BCEX CUJT TIbITAJIaCh He 3ariakaTh. Eciv oHa 3aruiadyeT, MaMa MoiMeT,
YTO OHA MOACTYIINBAIA, U Pa303TUTCS.

Mama nonro He BoitycKana Capy 13 pyK, MPUKUMAasICh JIMIIOM K BO-
Jlocam J04Yepu.

— MBbI cipaBumMmcst. Bot yBuauiib, Musiast. Mbl 00513aT€/IbHO CITPAaBUMCSI.

ek

AJIeKC He BO3Bpallajics, MaMa CTaHOBUJIACh Bce cilabee, OHa rmoce-
pella ¥ CUJIbHO M3MeHmIach. YacTo 3aj1exkuBajgach B KPOBATH TTOAOJITY,
a Korja Bce Ke IMoJHMMalach, TO He XOIMIa Ha IIPOTYJIKU, KaK OHa 3TO
00bIYHO Aenana. Eciiu oHa meiTanack yjibl0aThbes, IJ1a3a OCTaBaINCh
BCE€ TAaKMMH K€ MYTHBIMM 1 O€3XKM3HEHHBIMM. XJI0SI TOBOPMJIA, UTO €it
HYKHO OOJIBbIIIE €CTh. XJI0sI OUeHbh MHOTO F'OBOpMJIA, HE OIacasich, YTO
Capa MOXET 3TO YCJIBIIIATh.

— OH nponosKaeT MPUChUIaTh BaM ACHBIM, MUcC M3ii. DTO 4TO-TO
J1a 3HAUUT.

— MHe HarieBaTh Ha IeHbru. MHe Bcerma ObUIO Ha HUMX HaIljIeBaTh.

— BpbI OBl HE TOBOPUJIN TaK, €CJIW ObI X HE OBLITO.

Capa npITanach mondoaputh Mamy. OHa cobrpaa 1 gapwia eif 00J1b-
mue OyKeTsl IBeTOB. OThICKMBaIa KpacUBbIe KAMHU, OTMbIBajia M TOXKE
napuia. Mama Bcerja yjabioajiach B OTBET U OJ1arofgapuia ee, Ho OTOHEeK
B €€ IIa3ax TaK U He 3aropeJsics. Capa criejla MaMe Ty caMylo TIECEHKY,
KOTOPYIO OHM BMECTE pa3ydMBaJIi, paccKa3aja HeCKOJIbKO MPIaHICKIX
CTUXOTBOPEHMIA, CITeJia AaXKe Iapy KyIUIETOB Ha JIATbIHU.

— Mama, rmoyemy Thl 0OJIbIIIE He TIOeIh? — crIpocuiia ogHax el Capa,
3abupasich K MaMe B KpOBaTh U YKJIaAbIBasI KyKJTy IO ofesiio.— Tebe
OyIeT JIydllle, KOTaa Thl OyAellb IeTh.

Mama MeaJIeHHO MOoTJIaaniia e¢ 110 CBETIBIM JUIMHHBIM BOJIOCAM:

— MHe ceifuac He 10 neceH. Tak 0 MHOTOM MPUXOINUTCS IyMaTh.

Capa 1mouyBCTBOBAaJIa, KaK TSIKECTh 3aIIOJIHSCT ee IylTy. DTo ObljIa
HeaukoM ee BUHa. Tonbko ee. Eciiu Obl OHa He poauiach, Mama Oblia
OBI CYACT/IMBA.

— AJIekc Korga-HuOyab BepHeTcs?
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Mama nocmortpena Ha Hee, Ho Cape Obu1o 6e3paziinyHo. OHa OoJbliie
HUKOIJa He Ha30BeT ero naroii! OH caenan Mame 00JbHO, U Telephb OHa
Bce BpeMs rpycTut. C Tex mop Kak OH yexajl, MaMa MoYTH He 3aMeyvaeT ee.
Opnaxasl Capa ciblliiana, Kak MaMa roBopuJjia XJjioe, 4To JI000Bb — 3TO
He 0J1aroc/JioBeHue, a IMPOKJIATHE.

Capa B3MIsIHYJIa MaMe B JIMIIO, U ee cepille 3amepsio. OHa Kazajgach
Takoii revasbHoi. Ee MbIC/IM CHOBa ObLIU re-To o4eHb aaneko: Capa
3Haja, YTO OHa AyMaeT 0 HeM. MaMa xoTeJia 1 X/Jajia ero BO3BpalleHUs.
OHa rnJiakajia o Hoyam OTTOTro, YTO OH Bce He Bo3Bpaiiaercs. OHa rbiTa-
JIaCh 3aMIyLIUTh PblIaHUs, TIpsgya JIMLIO B IoAYIIKY, HO Capa Bce cibliiaa.

3akycuB ry0y, 1eBoYKa COCPeIOTOUYEHHO UrpaJla C KYKJIOi, TOTOBSICh
3a7aTh CBOW BOIIPOC:

— A 4To, eciu s 3a001€10 U yMpY, MaM?

— Tel He 3a00:1€el11Ib, — OTBETWIA MaMa, CHOBA OPOCHUB Ha Hee B3IJISI.
VibIOHYBIINCH, OHA TIpoAo/Kaiia; — Thl ellle CAMIIKOM MaJleHbKasl U 310~
poBasi U MO3TOMY HUKAK HE MOXEIllb YMEPETb.

Capa Habjonana, Kak MaMa mpudechbiBaeTcs. bynaro Obl coJiHIIEe ma-
Jlajio Ha ee TOHKMe ruteurd. Mama Oblia Takast Kpacuasi. Kak mor Ajnekc
He JIIo0UTH ee?

— Ho ecnu s Bce-Taku yMpy, OH BEPHETCS M OCTAHETCSI ¢ TOOOM?

Mama 3acTbuia OT yauBieHUs. 3aTeM NoBepHyaach K Cape, mpucTajib-
HoO s Ha Hee. To, uro Capa yBujiesia B MAMUHBIX TJ1a3ax, UCITyTaio
ee. Eii He cTouns10 aTOro roBopuTh. Terepb MaMa MOXKET AOTaAaThCs, YTO
Capa ciblliasia, Kak OHA CCOPUIIUC...

— Jlaxe He gyMaii 06 atoMm, Capa.

— Ho...

— Hert! Hukorna 6oJibliie He 3aiaBaii TaKuX BOIIPocoB. Thl moHsu1a?!

Mawma BriepBbI€ TTOBbICKJIA Ha Hee royioc. Capa moyyBCcTBOBaIa, YTO
y Hee IPOXKUT ITOA00POIO0K:

— Ja, mama.

— Huxkorna 6oJbI11e, — cKa3ajia MaMa yxe criokoiiHee. — O0eriail MHe.
Bce, uTo mpoucxoaut, He UMeeT K Te0e HMKAKOIo OTHOIIeHUs. — MaMa
MPOTSIHYJIAa PYKY, IPUBJIEKIa €e K ce0e 1 HexKHO rornaauia. — S 100
Te0s1. A Tak cuiibHO Teos Jito6Jt0! JT100.110 TeOs1 OoJIbllie BCEro Ha CBETE.

«Ilocne neeo»,— nogymaina Capa. ITocie Anekca Ctadpdopna. A uro,
eciu oH BepHeTcs? UTo, eciiu MaMme IpuaeTcst BbioupaTh? Kak oHa Torna
MOCTYITUT?
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B cTpaxe Capa nmpuxkajiach K MaMe U MOJIMJIACh O TOM, YTOObI OH
HUKOTJAa HE BEPHYJICS.

sk

OpHaxXIpl K MaMe Ipuexall KaKo-TO MOJIOIOM YeJI0BeK.

Capa urpana c KyKJIOil y KaMrHa, [ToKa MaMa pa3roBapuBaja c ro-
creM. [lo cux nmop B UX JOM MPUXOIWUIN TOJBKO JIBa YeIOBeKa — MUCTEP
[Tenpon, o mpuBo3wII ApoBa, u boo. boody HpaBuiaack Xios. OH paboTan
MSICHUKOM Ha PhIHKE U BCera Moaapa3sHuBa XJI0l0, TOBOPSI O CBEXKUX
OKOpOYKax M BKYCHBIX HOXKax siTHEHKa. XJIosl cMestiachk, Ho Cape 3To
COBCEM He KazaJloch cMellTHbIM. OH HOCWJI TpsI3HBIN (hapTyK, Bech IMO-
KPBITBIN KPOBBIO.

TeM BpeMeHeM MOJIOIOl YeIoBeK Mepeaaal MaMe IMUCbMO, HO OHAa He
OTKpbLJa 1 He MpoyuTaja ero. OHU BMecTe MOMUIN Yaro, OH nmobJjaro-
napui ee. [ToTom ux pa3roBop cBeJicsl K TOMY, KakKasi CerOHsI Xopoliasi
Morojia ¥ Kakue 3aMmevaTe/bHbIe 1IBEThI pacTyT B MaMUHOM cafy. [Torom
OH pacckasall, UTo IMyTh U3 Topoja ObLT yTOMUTEIbHBIM. Mama yroctuiia
ero neyeHbeM. Capy HUKTO He 3aMeual.

YTto-TO OBLIO HE TaK — OHA 3TO MOHMMaJsa. MaMa cujena HeecTecT-
BEHHO TPSIMO U TOBOPUJIA TUXO.

— Kakag kpacuBasi MaJieHbKas IeBOYKa,— CKa3ajJl MOJIOJOM YeT0BEK
u ynbioHyscs Cape. OHa onmycTuia mia3a B cmylieHun. OHa 60s1ach, 4To
Mama OTIIPaBUT ee TYJIsATh, 3aMETUB €€ MPUCYTCTBUE.

— Ha, sTo npasaa. Crracu6o.

— OueHb moxoxka Ha Bac. [IpenecTHa, Kak BOCXOJI COJIHIIA.

Mawma, yabI0asich, MOCMOTpesia Ha Hee:

— Capa, moueMy ObI TeOe He CXOIUTH B cajl M He HapBaTh LIBETOB B Ba3y?

JleBouka B3sijia CBOIO KYKJTY W BbIIILIA, HE TOBOPsI HU ciioBa. Eit oueHb
XoTeJIoCh mopanoBaTh Mamy. OHa 3aliljia B KyXHIO, B3sijla OCTPbIil HOX
M BBINIJIA B canx. Mama Oosbliie Bcero JoouT posnl. Eme Capa cpesana
HEMHOTO IITMOPHUKA, BETOUEK aKalliM, poMallleK 1 MaprapuTok, HaroJl-
HUB KOP3WHKY LIBETAMU.

Korna oHa BepHyJiach B IoM, MOJIOAOTO YejloBeKa yxe He Obu1o. Pac-
KpPBITOE MUCHhMO JIeXXalo y MaMbl Ha KosieHsiX. Ee rasa cusiiu, a Ha 1iekax
ropeJ xkuBoii pymsiHell. CKJiafbpiBasi U youpasi uchbMo, OHa Yibl0aiach.
3aTeM MaMa BcTania, nogonuia Kk Cape v, ToaxBaTUB €€ Ha PYKU, 3aKpy-
JKUJIach 1O KOMHATe:
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— Cnacub6o 3a 1BeThl, goporast! — OHa Kpernko nolieiaoBaia Capy.
Korna oHa HaKoHell onycTrIa 104Ky Ha 1moJi, Capa moctaBuiia KOP3UHKY
Ha CTOJI.

— 4 Tak mo6a10 1BeThl! — cKazajga MaMa.— OHU TaKue KpacuBbBIE,
npasnaa? [Touemy ObI TeOe He pa3zodpath nx? MHe HyXKHO KOe-4TO HaliTh
B KyxHe. Oii, Capa! Kakoii ceronHsi 3aMedaTe/bHbI JeHb!

«Dmo naoxoil denv»,— nogymana Capa, rsias Beien mame. Ee cHoBa
00bs11 cTpax. OHa B3sj1a Co cToJ1a OOJIBIIYIO Ba3y M BhIIILIA U3 JOMa, YTOObI
BBIOPOCUTD YBSIAIIME 1BeTh. Hanmuia B Ba3y cBeXeit BOABI ¥ OTITPaBUIACDH
obpartHo. Korma oHa Bompy:kaia Ba3y Ha CTOJI, HEMHOTO BOJBI ITPOJTMIIOCH
eif Ha TmaThe. Capa mocTaBuiIa OYKeT B BOMY, He Cpe3aB JUCThS U He
yKOpOoTHUB cTeb1u. Ee He BoJIHOBAJIO, KaK BBINISIAUT OYKeT,— OHa 3Haja,
YTO MaMma BCe paBHO HMYETO HE 3aMETHT.

Anekc Craddopa Bo3Bpaliiaics.

Mawma BepHyJiach B TOCTUHYIO BMECTe ¢ XJIO€A:

— Jloporasi, y MeHs 7151 Te0s1 3aMeuaTeIbHble HOBOCTH. XJIOS pelliia
CBhe3IUTh Ha Mo0epekbe 1 XOoueT B3SITh TeOs1 ¢ coboit. He nmpasna i, aTo
3110pOBO?

Cepaue Capsbl 3a01JI0CH OBICTPO U TYJIKO.

— IlpaBna, 3TO MUJIO C €€ CTOPOHBI? — BecesI0 MpoaosKaia Mama, —
VY Hee TaM ecTb ApyT, XO35IMH TOCTUHUIIBL. M1 OH Tak JI00UT MaeHbKUX
JEBOYEK.

X104 ybiOanach HampsKeHHO 1 XojoaHo. Capa mocMoTpesia Ha MaMmy:

— 41 He xouy exaTb, MaMa. Sl xouy ocTaTbcs ¢ ToO0M. — OHa MoOHKUMa-
Jia, YTO IIPOMCXOIUT. MaMa n30aBiisiiach OT Hee, ITOTOMY UTO €€ OTell He
XOTeJI €€ BUACTh. A MOXET, I MaMa TOXe.

— Ilynoctu! — Mama paccMmesiiach.— Thl ellie HUrae He Obuia, U TeOe
MPOCTO HeoOxoaMMo yBuAeTh Mup. Tede moHpaBuTcs okeaH, Capa. Tam
TaK KpacuBo! Tl CMOXEITb CUIETh Ha TIECKE 1 CITYIIIATh, KaK IITYMSIT BOJI-
HBI. Bynens cTpouThb MecoYHbIe 3aMKU U MCKaTh KPACUBbIE PAKOBUHBI.
BosHbl OyayT 111eKoTaTh T€0€ HOTHU.

Mama cHoBa oxwia. Capa 3Haja, YTO IPUYMHOMN 3TOMY OBLIO ITHChMO.
AJIeKc Hamycal, 4yTo eeT U XOUeT YBUIETHCS C MAMOIA.

A MaMe He XOUYeTcs, YTOOBI OIITh CAYUYMIICS CKaHmal, M Ha 9TOT pa3
oHa pemuia u3daButhes oT Capnl. JleBouka B3IUISIHYJIa Ha cUsIolee
JIMIIO MaMBbl, U €€ CepIlie 3aMepJIo.

— Hy uto, noporas? JlaBaii moiizemM u cobepeM TBOU BEllIU.
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Capa Mostya HabJIo/1a71a 32 TeM, KaK €€ OfIeKIy YITaKOBbIBAIOT B CYMKY.
Mama cneninia M He MOoTJia 10X/IaThCsl TOM MUHYTHI, KOT1a HAaKOHEI]
OCTaHEeTCS OfHA.

— Ite TBOSI KyKiia? — CIIpocuiia OHa, OIJISIABIBAsICh BOKPYT. — ThI XKe
XOUEelIb B3SITh €€ ¢ coboii?

— Her.

— ITouemy HeT? Thl ke HUKOIIA HE OCTaBJIsLIa €€ OJHY.

— OmnHa xoueT ocTaTbCsl AOMA, C TOOOH.

Mama HaxMypuiiach, HO He HacTauBasa. BripoueM, 1 pellieHus: CBOero
OHa TOX€ He U3MEHUIA.

X051 BepHyach 3a Capoit, 1 OHU JOBOJIBHO JOJITO IIUIX 10 TOPO.LY.
Korna nombexain akumnax, Xj1os Kynuia ouiieTsl. B3ss marty 3a 6arax,
Kyuep MOMECTHUJI €ro B 3KUIaX U 3aHsJI CBOE MECTO, XJI0s Tocaauia
Capy BHyTpb, cama ceJjla HallpoTUB U yJIbIOHYIach. Ee Kapue riiaza cusuim.

— IlpuroroBbcs K NpuKIodeHuto, Capa.

JleBouKe 3aX0TEI0Ch BBICKOUUTD U O€XaTh JOMOM K MaMe, HO OHa
MoHUMaJIa, YTO MaMa OTIPaBUT ee Ha3aa. Koraa jomaad TpOHYJIUCh
¢ mecta, Capa nomo0Opajach OJ11Ke K OKHY U, BBICYHYBILMCh, HaOJIto1a1a
3a TeM, Kak MUMO MPOIIbIBAIOT 3HAKOMbIE IOMa. DKUIAX MPOII03 10
MOCTY U BbleXaJl Ha BbUIOXKEHHYIO IepeBoM opory. Bee, yTo ObL10 Tak
3HAKOMO, C KaXJI0i MUHYTOI yAaIsUI0Ch, CTAaHOBUJIOCH Bce MeHbIie. Capa
BHOBb ONYCTWJIACh Ha TpsICylIeecs CuieHbe. YeM najbliie OHU ye3Kaau
OT JIoMa, TEM XYXe €if CTAaHOBUJIOCh.

— Mbl octaHOBUMCH B «HeTbIpex BeTpax»,— cood1iuia Xios, yi1oB-
JIETBOpPEHHas noJaruM MmosdaHuem Capbl. OHa oxujaaia, 4yTo JeBouKa
OyJeT HepBHUYATh, IJIAKaTh U IPUYUHSTh €1 MHOXECTBO HEY100CTB.
Bo3MoxkHO, oHa Tak ObI M cejiaja, eciay Obl 3TO MOTJIO YTO-TO NU3MEHMTD.
Eii Benb HUKOTI/IA e11le He TPUXOAUIOCH TaK JaJeKO ye3XaTb OT MaMbl.
Ho Capa nonumasna, 4yto riad Huuero He udMeHMT. Anekc Ctaddopa
BO3BpalllaeTcs, MO3TOMY eil Jiydiie yexaTtb. OHa cujesna Tuxast u cocpe-
JIOTOYEHHas.

— ¥V HuxX xopoliias ea ¥ NpUJIMYHbIe KOMHATbI,— MPOI0JIKaJa pac-
CKa3blBaTh XJ10s1.— MBI OyaeM o4eHb 0JIM3KO K MOpIo. Thl CMOXeEIIb
OJIHa MOWTH MO JOPOXKE U TOUTU 10 yTeca. [TocMoTpulllb, KaK BOJTHbI
Ob10TCS 0 cKajbl. Tebe MoHpaBUTCS, KaK OHM IIIYMSIT, a 3aIlax COJIEHOTO
OKeaHa BOOOI1Ie HU C YeM HE CPABHUT.

Hu ¢ yeM He cpaBHUT...
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Cape HpaBuUJICs UX JOM U LIBETHI B cany. Eif HpaBUIOCh CUIETH B Oe-
ce/ike BMecTe C MaMOii, HpaBUJIOCh, KOTJa UX O0ChIe HOTU B30I ThIBAIU
BOJ/LY B pyYbe.

ITbiTasich cripaBUTBHCS CO Clie3aMU, OHa CHOBa MOCMOTpEJa B OKHO.
SApkuii cBeT pesal rjasa, a necuaHasi IblUIb IPOHKKaJIa B Topjio. Yachl
TSHYJIMCh OY€Hb MEIJIEHHO, OT TOIOTa KOMBIT pa3doJienach rososa. OHa
ycTajla — ycTaja Tak CWIbHO, YTO IJ1a3a 3aKpbIBAJIUCh CAMU COOO0M, HO
KaX/Jblii pa3, KOrja OHa Morpyxajach B COH, DKUIaX KPEHUJICH WU
B3/IparMBall, 1 OHa MPOCKINAIACh.

ToJsibko 0/1MH pa3 3a Bce BpeMs MYTU Kyyep OCTAHOBUJICS, UTOObI
CMEHMTB JIOLIA/IeH U cliesiaTh HeOOIbIIOK peMOHT. XJios oTBesna Capy
B TyasieT. Korma xe neBouyka BbIIILJIa Ha YIUILY, XJIOU HUTAE He ObLIO
BUIHO. Torga oHa mo6exana K 9KUIaxy, 3aTeM B KOHIOIIHIO, Ha JIOPOTY,
BBIKPUKHUBAsA UMS XJIOU.

— IIpexpatu stoT mrym! O boxe, ¢ yero Bcs aTa OEroTH? — MPO-
mernTana Xj0s, BHE3amHO MOSIBUBLIKCH PsiIOM. — Thl ITOX0Xa Ha Kypu-
11y, KOTOPOI TOJIBKO YTO OTPYOUJIM T'OJIOBY, TAaK CMEIIIHO Thl Oeraeliib!

— Ime To1 ObLTA? — pe3ko cripocuiia Capa, ciie3bl TEKJIU MO €€ Iiie-
KaM.— Mama ckasajia, 4ToObI MBI BCeTa ObLIN BMecTe!

BbpoBu Xou upoHUYECKN U30THYJIUCD.

— AX, U3BMHUTE, TOCIIOXA, HO $1 I03BOJIMIA ce0e, He CIIPOCHB Ba-
LIEr0o pa3pelieHus, BBIMUTb KPYKKY 2151.— OHa cxBaTtuia Capy 3a pyKy
Y TIOBeJia €€ B CTAHLIMOHHBIN TOMUK.

ZKeHa cTaHIIMOHHOTO CMOTPUTEJIS CTOSLIA Y IBEPU W BBITUPAJIa PYKHU.

— Kakas Munasg ManeHbKas 1eBOUKa, — ckaszajia OHa, YJIbIOHYBILIUCh
Cape.— Tbl rosiogHa, npenectb Mosi? Y Te0s eCTb BpeMsl, YTOObI CheCTh
TapesiKy MSICHOTO cyma.

Capa notynujiacb, CMyllleHHasi MIPUCTAJIbHBIM B3IJISIOM KEHIIIUHBI.

— Her, cmacu6o, magam.

— WM oueHb BocniuTaHHasi, — J00aBuIa XeHa CTAHIIMOHHOTO CMO-
TPUTES.

— Wan, Capa,— npuka3zajia Xjios, cjierka IoATOJKHYB ee.

YcaxxuBast IeBOUKY 3a CTOJI, )KEHIIIMHA HEXKHO TTOXJI0MNaJia ee 1o CIIUHE:

— Tebe He Merano 06l JOOABUTH HEMHOXKO MsCa Ha TBOU KOCTOY-
Kku, goporas. [TornpoOyii Moit cymnl. MeHsI CUMTAIOT JIy4Illeid CTPSITYX0i
Ha 3TOM opore.

X104 ceJia ¥ CHOBA B3s1J1ach 3a CBOIO KPYXKKY:
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— Tebe Hy>XHO MOECTb, ITPEeKAEe YeM MbI [IOSIeM JaJIbliie.

— 4 He rononHa.

XJ1051, clierka HaKJIOHMBIIKCH BIlepen, 100aBua:

— MHe Bce paBHO, XO4Yelllb Thl €CTh WX HET,— MPOM3Hecaa OHa
Tux0.— Tbl Oyaelb Aejaarh To, 4TO s roBopio. Kydep ckazai, 4To Mbl
npoOyaeM 37ech ellle MoJivaca, a MOTOM ellle 1eJIbIX TPU UJIU YEThIpe
yaca OyJeM exaTh 0 11o0epexKbsi. MHe BOBCe HE XOUeTCsl YCIIbIIIATh TBOU
>Kao0bl, KOrna Tede 3aX0ueTcsl eCThb. DTO TBOS MOCEIHSSI BO3MOXHOCTb
MOEeCTb, MMOKa MbI HE I0OEepeMcs 10 MECTa.

Capa cmoTpenna Ha XJ1010, cTapasiCh He 3ariakaTth. Ta 3armisiHyja ei
B JIM1IO, TIPOTSIHYJIa PYKY M HEYKJIIOXKE MOXJIOMNajia ee o IIeKe.

— IToems HeMHOTO, Capa,— nporoBopuia oHa. Capa IOCIyIIHO
B3sJ1a JIOXKKY 1 Havajia ecTb. MaMa roBopuJjia, YTo 3Ty MOe3/Ky YCTPOUIU
crenMaabHO JJIs1 Hee, HO XJ10s1 Beja ce0s Tak, cioBHO Capa eil Merasa.
He 6b110 HUKAKMX COMHEHMIA, YTO MaMa OTIIpaBUIIa €€ Ha MOOepeKbe
TOJILKO pajii TOTO, YTOOBI OT Hee U30aBUTHCS.

Korna oHu cHoBa OTIpaBUIMCH B yTh, Capa cuiesia oueHb TUXO.
OHa npucTpousiach y OKHa, CJIOXKMB Ha KOJIEHSIX MaJIEHbKHE PYUYKH.
binaronapHas eii 3a moyaHue, XJyosl BCKope 3acHyna. OTKpBIB IJla3za
yepe3 HEKOTOPOe BpeMsl, OHa ¢ YIbI0KoU mocMoTtpesa Ha Capy.

— YyBcTBYyelllb, Kak IaxHeT MopeM? — crpocuiia oHa. Capa Bce Tak
K€ cuiena, Mg B OKHO, B TOM Xe MOJIOXKEHUU, Kak Toraa, koraa XJos
3acHysia. Ho oHa 3Hasa, 4TO Ha ee rpsI3HOM JIMLE OTYETIUBO BUIHbI
CBETJIbIE TTOJIOCKU OT CJie3, KOTOPble OHA HUKAK HE MOIJIa OCTAHOBUTD.
X104 ¢ TPYCTbhIO MOCMOTpPESIA Ha IEBOYKY U OTBEPHYJIACh K CBOEMY OKHY.

CouHIle ceslo, U BCKOPe OHU IoAbeXaau K roctuHuile. Capa Kpernko
Jepxaia X010 3a pyKy, IToKa Kydep OTBs3bIBaj X 0arax. OHa ycJiblana
TPOMKUM peB, MOJOOHBIM phlYaHUIO KAKOT0-TO YyI0BUIIIA.

— Yro 310, Xs1051? — ucnyradHHo crpocuia Capa.

— BDT10 Mope ObeTCsI 0 KaMHU. 310poBO, IpaBaa?

Capa nogymasa, 4To 3TO CaMblii CTpaIlHbIN 3BYK, KOTOPBIN €if Korjaa-
JIM00 TOBOIMIIOCH CHIbIIIATh. BeTep 3aBbIBaJ Cpenu AepeBbeB, KaK OyATO
VKU 3BEpb, UILYIIUI CBeXeil KpoBU. Boiins B 1BepU FOCTUHMIIBI, OHA
ycaibllana rpOMKUM MyXCKOM cMeXx U Kpuku. OTIpSHYB Ha3a/l, OHA He
pelanach IBUTraThCs Najble.

— CwMmotpu, OyIb OCTOPOXXHA M BHUMAaTeIbHA, — Ipou3Heca XJ1os,
MOATAIIKUBAs €€ BHYTPb.— M BO3bMU CBOIO CYMKY, a S [IOHECY CBOIO.
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Bass cBoio cymky, Capa, He oTcTaBasi, ciefoBaia 3a Xiaoeit. Ta ors-
JleJla KOMHATy Y yJiblOHynack. JleBouka npocieania 3a ee B3rsaoM
Y yBUJIeJIa y CTOMKHK Oapa My>XUMHY, KOTOPbIi1 O0OpoJIics Ha pyKax ¢ My-
CKYJIUCTBIM MaTpocoM. CUISIIMIA PSZIOM 3[0POBSK pa3ivBall IO KPyXXKam
5J1b. 3aMETUB BOLLEAINX, OH HAKJIOHWJICS K OOPOBIIMMCS MYXXUMHaM,
YTO-TO TUXO CKa3ajl OMHOMY M3 HUX, KUBHYJI B CTOPOHY XJ104. MyXXunHa
MOBEPHYJICS, @ MOPSK BOCITOJIb30BAJICS BOZHUKIIIMM MPEUMYLLIECTBOM
Y IPUIABUJI €70 PYKY K CTOMKE, U31aB Mo0enHblii KpuK. Capa co CTpaxom
CMOTpeJIa, Kak MoOeXIeHHbI BCKOUMJI HA HOTU 1 YTO ObLIO CHJIbI Bpe3asl
MOPSIKY B ITPaBblii IJ1a3, OTIPABJISS €0 B HOKAYT.

X051 paccMmestiach. Kazanoch, oHa coBceM 3a0buta o Cape, KoTopast
MpsTagach B €€ MbIIIHbIX 00KaX. JleBouKa TUXOHBKO MOCKYJIMBaJIa OT
cTpaxa, KOT/a TOT e MyXUMHa, MO0 K XJioe, MoJ TPOMKUE KPUKU
OCTaJIbHBIX HATPaIWJI €€ 3ByYHbIM ToliesryeM. OH nocMotpest Ha Capy, ¥ oHa
OT y2Kaca roToBa Oblj1a yracTh B 0OMOpoK. My:KunHa MpUITOAHSLT OpPOBb:

— YepT BO3bMU, ThI, TOXOXE, CMyTAJIaCh C KAKUM-TO KPACABYMKOM.

XJ1051 HAKOHEII MOHSIa, O YEM OH TOBOPUT.

— A, o1 0 Heit!.. Het, Meppuk. OHa He MOs1. DTO 104b TOM XKEHIIUHBI,
Ha KOTOpYIO 51 paboTalo.

— A 4TO OHa JeJaeT 37ecCh, ¢ TOOOI?

— OTO JUIMHHAS U TPYCTHAs UCTOPUSI, KOTOPYIO MHE HE OUEHb XOUETCS
ceiiyac BCIIOMUHATb.

OH KMBHYJI U MIOTPEMNaJl ee Mo 1IeKe:

— Kak tebe nmoHpaBuiach aepeBeHCcKasl XKU3Hb?

OH yibI0ajicsi, HO 3Ta yablOKa coBceM He Kazanach Cape MUJIoi niu
MPUSTHOM.

X104 oKayaja rojoBoi:

— 4 Hanwia TaM Bce, UTO OXujana HalTH.

OH paccMesiics U B3S1J1 €€ CYMKY:

— VMIMeHHO M03TOMY ThI OISITh ¢ HAaMM, Aa? — OH B3s11 cyMKy Capbl
Y Harjio OCKaaujcs, TPOMKO paccMesiBIIMCh, korna Capa oTIpsiHyJa,
MOJYMaB, YTO 3TO U €CTh CaM JIbsIBOJI.

OHa ellle HUKOTIa He BUJIe/1a OA00HKBIX Jtofeii. MeppuKk ObL1 00Ib-
1II0I4, POCTO OTPOMHBII, YEPHOBOJIOCKIHA, JIUIIO €ro oOpamJisiia bopoaa.
OH nokasaJicsi IeBOUYKe IMOXOXMM Ha MUPATOB, O KOTOPbIX €l paccKka3biBa-
Ja Mmama. OH o6J1anai rpOMKUM, 3BYYHBIM T'OJIOCOM, a KOT/1a CMOTpEJ Ha
XJ1010, Ka3aJ10Ch, UTO OH COOMPAETCS €€ CheCThb. XJ1051 OY/ATO Obl HUYETO He
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3aMeuaja. He oopamas BHumaHus Ha Capy, oHa HaripaBujiach B Ipyroi
KoHell KomHaThl. Capa moliia 3a Heii, 00sich ocTaTbesl oaHa. Bee, Ko
ObLI B KOMHATe, CMOTpPEJIU Ha Hee.

— 9Oit, Cromn! Haneii-ka Haueit Xijioe KpyxKKy 3J1s1! — 1oTpedoBai
Meppuk, oOpalasch K ceioMy 6apMeHy, KOTOPbIi MPUBETCTBOBAJ XJIOIO,
YXMBLISISICh U TToAMUTHBast. Meppuk B3su1 Capy 3a Taiuio, MOIHSI U TO-
caaui Ha 6apHYlo cToiiky.— M HeMHOro pa30aBieHHOIO BUHA 7151 3TOT0
OsenHoro HbIruIeHKa. — OH Moliyma ee 6apxaTHbIi kakeT.— TBost MaMa,
JIOJIKHO OBITh, OUeHb Oorara, na?

— Ee mama 6orar, — cooo6mmia Xmos.— M xeHar.

— AX, BOT Kak! — MeppuK mmoaMurHyJj Xjaoe.— BoT, 3HauuT, Kak
obcrosT aena. S-To gymai, Thl paboTaellb B yBaXKaeMO ceMbe.

— D710 Xopoiuas padbora. Hukro He cMeeT OpocaTh Ha MEHS KOChIE
B3IJISIIIbI.

— A TBOU X0351€Ba 3HAIOT, YTO Thl MTh JIET paboTajia B TMBHOM, MPEXIe
YeM pellInia yaydlnuTh CBOe MojoxeHue? — OH MOoJIOKWUIT PYKY el Ha
O6enapo.— 4 yk He TOBOPIO O JOIOJHUTEIbHOM 3apaboTKe Ha CTOPOHE. ..

X051 nmokocuiaach Ha Capy ¥ oTOpocHIa ero pyky:

— Mbii 3HaeT. OHa He U3 TeX, KTO CMOTPUT Ha JIIOAei CBEpXy BHU3.
OHa MHE HpaBUTCS.

— A 3TOT MBIILIOHOK XOTh HEMHOTO MTOX0X Ha Hee?

— TouHas konus.

Meppuk noaepran Capy 3a moad0opoI0K 1 ITOXJIOIAI 10 1IEKe:

— Itaza cuHMe, Kak pualiku, a BOJIOCHI, KaK y aHreja. TBost Mmama,
JIOJKHO OBITh, IMOTpPsICalollle KpacuBa, €CIv Thl II0X0XKa Ha Hee. MHe Obl
XOTEJIOCh MOBCTPEYATHCS C HEM.

XJ1081 HaMnpsriaach, Kak HaTsHyTas npyxuHa, u Capa nomymaia, 4To
oHa 3nuTtcs. Eif Tak xoTeaoch, 4To0bl MeppuK OCTaBUJI €€ B II0KOE, HO
OH BCe IMPOJ0JIKaJl MOoraXuBaTh 1€BOUKY 10 1ieke. Cape 3aX0Tenoch
cOexaTh 1 CIpSATATbCH KaK MOXHO JaJibllle OT 9TOr0 y>KacHoro 6opona-
TOTO YeJIOBEKa, HE BUJIETh €T0 YEPHBIX TJ1a3 U YXMbLIOK.

— OcraBb ee B nokoe, Meppuk. OHa 7O0CTaTOYHO HallyraHa u 6e3
TBOMX JoMoraTeibcTB. OHa BliepBble 0Ka3aaach TaK JaJIEKO OT MaMbl.

OH 3axoxoTal:

— Kaxercst, neB4oHKa roToBa yMEPETh OT cTpaxa. Dit, Kpoiika! I He
Takoi yxx ctpainHbiid. I1eit.— On npuaBuHyn Cape KpyXKy pa3doaBieH-
HOro BUHA.— DTO Bce, UTO Tebe ceiiuac Hy>kHo. Bcero rioTok, u tede
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yXe coBceM He Oynet cTpalirHo.— OH CHOBa 3acMesijics, YBUIEB, Kak
Capa ckopuuia rpumacy, nonpo6osaB BUHO.— OHa 4TO, IPUBBIKJIA
K 4eMy-TO HoJy4iie?

— OHa HU K YeMy He TTpUBBIKJIA.

Tenepp Capa He coMHeBajach, yTo XJios 3autcs. Eif oueHb He HpaBU-
JIOCh TO, UTO MeppuK cToibKo BHUMaHuUs yaesseT Cape. XJios cepauTo
CMOTpeJia Ha Hee:

— Hy, He Oynpb Takoii Tpycuxoii. OH IPOCTO IyCTOOpEX, HY U KOe-
KTO elIle.

Paznancs rpomkuii xoxoT. CMesIUCh Bee, BKJovasi craporo Ctomiia
u camoro Meppuka. Cape oueHb XOTeJIOCh BCKOUUTh U yOeXKaTh OT 3TUX
IPOMKUX I'0JIOCOB, CM€Xa U IVIa3elolIMX Ha Hee Jonei. JleBouka oosier-
YeHHO B3IOXHYJIA TOJBKO TOTAa, Koraa XJ10s TIOMOTJIa €ii CITyCTUTBCS
Ha T0JI, U OHY BMECTE MO U cesu 3a ctojl. Capa cierka yamBuIach,
YBUIEB, YTO MeppuK uaet ciaeaoM. ITogBUHYB CTYJI, OH CEl pSIIoM.
OIycTOIINB OAHY KPYXKKY, TYT e 3aKa3bIBai cienyonryio. OH IIyTu,
n XJ1051 He TiepecTaBaja CMeSIThCS Haf ero IryTkamu. OH CyHyJT pyKy 1MoJ
cToJ1, ¥ XJ1051 OTTOJIKHYJIa ero oT ceds. Ho oHa ynbibanachk 1 roBopuia
Bce Oouibliie 1 Ooibliie. Ee rosoc 3Byvyan oueHb BeCesio, CJIoBa OyaTo
CIVUIMCH B OJIMH TTOTOK.

Capa o4eHb ycTania, ee BeKU TaK OTSIKEJIeH, YTOo, Ka3ajaoch, Ia3a
ceifyac 3aKpoIOTCs, 1 OHa HUYETO HE CMOXKET C 3TUM IOeaTh.

MeppuK TTOTHSUT OYEPETHYIO KPYKKY C DJIeM.

— MBIIIIOHOK, KaXXeTCs, YKe YIITbIBAeT.

XJ1051, clieTKa IMIPUMKOCHYBIIMCH K rosioBe Caphl, cKazaa:

— CII0XXM pyKH Ha CTOJIE U TTOCTTA HEMHOTO.

Capa nmokopuJjiach, Xxeas rnockopee yitu B komHaty. Ho Xiosi, mo-
BUAMMOMY, He coOMpaach yxoauTh. Kazanaoch, eit HpaBUTCS BCe IIPO-
ucxongiiee. OHa cMoTpesia Ha MeppuKa U yibl0ajiach TaKO CTpaHHOMN
YJIBIOKOIA.

— 3aueM Thl IpHUBe3Ja ee ¢ coboit? — rayxo cripocut Meppuk. Capa
TIPUKPBIIA IJ1a3a ¥ TPUTBOPUIIACH CITSIIIICH.

— IToTomy uTO ee Mama BcTpeyaeTcs ¢ ee JOPOTUM Tanalieit, 1 OHU
00a He xoTenu ee BuneTh.— lojgoc Xiou rnpo3Byydai cyxo.— OcTaBb MeHsI
B TTOKOE.

— Thl He xouelllb? — MeppHK IPOMKO 3aX0X0TaJl.— Thbl K€ 1JIs 9TOr0
K HaM BepHyach. Kak TaM AepeBeHCKME MaTbYMKM?
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— Huxkak. OnyH XonuT 3a MHOM 1 YTOBapMBAEeT BHIMTH 32 HETO 3aMy:K.

— HaBaii MogHMMEMCS HaBepX U 00CYIUM 3TO.

— A 4uro MHe ¢ Heit nenaTh? S Tak pazosnuiiach, Korma Mbaii moBecuia
ee Ha MEeHS.

Cessl BeICTYIIMIIM Ha 1a3ax Capbl, B ropJie 3arepliuio.

Heyxenu oHa 00Jiblile HUKOMY He Hy>KHa?

— MHe KaxeTcs, 9YTO 3Ty XOPOIIEHbKYIO MaJIBIIIKY JIETKO MTPUCTPOUTE.
KTo0-T0 3X€e Mor 0 Hell M03a00TUThCS.

— 4 roBopuiia Maii 06 3TOM, HO OHa cKa3aja «HeT». OHa JToBepsieT
MHe. EnuHCTBEHHOE 3aHsTHE, UTO y Hee OCTaeTcs, Koraa ee JJI0OOBHUK
B OTBE3/IE, 9TO UTPhI C pedbeHKOM. OHa ke HUYero 0oJIbllie He YMEeT, Kak
TOJIBKO BBIpAIIMBATh LIBETHI U TPUHAPSKATHCS.

— MHe nokazajoch, YTO OHa Te0e HpaBUTCSL.

— OHa MHe BOOOI1Ie-TO HpaBUTCSI, HO KaXIblii pa3, koraa Ero Benu-
YeCTBO BAPYT MpUeE3KaeT, yranaii, 4To MHe gocTtaetcsa? MHe yXe HaulMHaeT
HaJo0enaTh Be3/e TaCKaTh C COOOI Uy>KOoro pedeHKa.

MeppuK XUXUKHYT:

— Yro X, moyeMy Obl HaM IIPOCTO HE CTOJKHYTH ee ¢ yreca? MoxeTt
ObITh, €6 MaMa U Tana ObLIM Obl HaM OJ1arogapHbl. MoXeT, IpeMuio Obl
Tebe Jau.

Cepatie Capbl FpOMKO 3aKOJIOTUJIOCK.

— DTo He cMelTHOo, MeppuK. — X105 BBITJIsIAE/a pa3apakKeHHOM, —
JlaBaii-ka Jry4iiie pa30oyauM ee U MOJ0XHUM B KpoBaTh. Y Hee CeroIHs ObLI
TSoKeNbIi 1eHb.— OHa ciierka ToJkHyna Capy, Kotopas ToTyac MmoaHsIa
rOJIOBY M 00JIeTYeHHO B3I0XHYJ1a. XJ10s1 B3sl1a pedeHKa 3a pyky.— Ioligem,
ceiyac Mbl JiskeM crath. CKaxu «I0 CBUAAHUS» MUCTEPY MeppuKy.

OH yXMbLIbHYJICS:

— CKOpo BCTpEeTUMCS ¢ BAMU HaBEePXY, JaMBbl.

Korna Xios1 oTKpbL1a A1Bepb CBOC KOMHAThI, MeppuK, 0Ka3aBIIMIACS
psAIOM, He Iaj 3arepeTh ee U Boien ciaenoM. Capa BCTpeBOKEHHO T10-
cMmoTpesia Ha XJ1010.

— Yo ThI Ienaelb? — rnpollenTaia XJos CBUperno, oopalasich K Mep-
puKy.— Thbl He MOXelllb ObITh 3A€Ch CO MHOI. OHa 00s13aTeIbHO PacCKaXeT
MaMO4Ke, U 51 MOTepsiio padoTy.

— 41 06 aTOM M03ab0uych.— MeppuK HakJIoHWICS U yuumHya Capy 3a
meky.— [TormpoOyii ToIbKO cKa3aTh KOMY-HMOY/Ib, YTO 51 ObLT B 9TOI KOM-
HaTte ¢ XJIoei, U 51 OTpeKy TBOM MajeHbKUIA PO30BbIi 13bI90K. [ToHs1a?
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Capa noBepuiia BCEMY YCJIbIIIIAHHOMY U CMOTJIa TOJIbKO KUBHYTh
B 0TBeT. OH YJIBLIOHYJICSI IPUTOPHO 1 OTHYCTWII ee. OHa METHYJIaCh B YIOJ
1 3a0pajach Ha KpOBaTh, APOKA U YYBCTBYS TOLIHOTY.

— Bor Bunuibs? — MeppuKk Becesto 3arorotrai.— Ham He o yeMm Gec-
nokoutbesi. OHa HUKOMY He CKaXeT U CJI0OBa O Hac.

XJ1051 ycTaBUJacCh Ha HETO LIMPOKO OTKPBIThIMU T1azaMu. OHa BbI-
rJsiiesia paccTpoeHHoi, u Capa Hajesiach, YTO OHA TIOMIPOCUT MY>KUMHY
VATH.

— DT0 ObLJI0 OYEHB XKECTOKO,— ITPOToBOpUJIa XJI0s 1 MepeBesia B3I
Ha Capy.— OH, Ha caMOM Jiejie, He 3TO uMeJ B Buay, Muiast. OH MOLIyTHII.
He Bepb HU OTHOMY €TI0 CJIOBY.

— Tebe nyudiie BepuTh, AeTouka. S BoBce He 1IyTua.— MeppuK Mmpu-
BJIEK U IIpvKa K cebe Xio10.— 2KecToko? ZKecToKo ObLI0 Obl BEICTABUTD
MEHS ceifuac 3a IBepb, 3Hasl, KaK CUJIbHO $1 XO4Y OBITh C TOOOI.

OHa oTToJIKHYJIa ero. MyxXunHa CHOBA IMOTSIHYJICS K XJI0€, OHA YBUJIb-
HyJia oT ero o0bsATuii. Ho gaxke Cape ObLIO MOHSITHO, YTO COIPOTUBIISIETCS
X705t TobKO 17151 BUAy. Kak Morijia oHa TepreThb psiaoM ¢ co00i 3Toro
Y>KaCHOTO yejioBeKka?

— 4 Benp 3Hat0 TeOs1, X71051.— MeppuK LIMPOKO YJIbIOAICs, ero riaasza
MacJisiHO 6Jiectesiu.— 115 yero Thl MpoJjiesana Takoi AOJTMi MyTh 10
nmobepexnbsi? YToObl TOCMOTPETH HAa MOpe?

— Mope y MeHs1 B KpOBHU, TaK e, KaK y TeOsl.

MeppuK CHOBa IpuxXaJl ee K cede 1 moiesioBaa. Xja0s 00poJiach,
MbITasiCh BLIPBATbCS, HO OH JiepXkaJs ee kpenko. Korna oHa HaKoHell
pacciadbuiach B €ro 00bSTUSIX, OH OTCTPAHWICSI HEMHOI'O 1 cKa3aJl:

— Koe-urto el1iie ecTb y T€0sI B KPOBH.

— Meppuk, He Hago. OHa CMOTPHUT...

— Hy 1 uto?

OH nolenoBai ee CHOBa, OHa conpoTuBJIsiiack. Capa cunena, Xojaoaes
OT cTpaxa. MoxeT ObITh, OH IIPOCTO YObET X 00eux?

— Hert! — 3710 BeiKpuKHyJa Xios.— BeimeTalicst orciona. I He mory.
A nokHa 3a00TUTHCS O peOCHKE.

OH 3acmestiics:

— I He 3HaJ1, YTO Thl TAK OTBETCTBEHHO OTHOCUILILCS K MOPYYEHUSIM. —
Vxaxep pazxan o0bsaTus, Ho Capa 3aMeTujIa, 4YTO XJI0€ 3TO HE CIIMIIKOM
noHpaBwiochk. Kazaaoch, oHa BOT-BOT 3ariayeT. MeppuK yabIOHYICS
u nmoBepHycs K Cape:
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— IMouutn, MBILIIOHOK.

— Yro ThI Aenaenib, Meppuk? — TpeboBaTeIbHO cpocuiia Xjosl, B TO
BpeMs Kak Capa TbITasiach 3a0MThCS B CAMBIi JaTbHUM Yo KpOBaTH.

— BricTaBisio ee 3a nBepb. Eil He mOBpeIUT MOCUACTh B KOPUAOPE
HeMHOXK0. M He ynupaiics. S Tebs1 cauiikoMm xopolio 3Hatw... Kpome
TOro, OHa Oy/IEeT COBCEM PsIIOM, 3a ABepbio. HUKTO ee He TpOHeT.

CHSIB ¢ OTHOI 13 KpoBaTeli 0esIo 1 MOAYILKY, OH MaxHy1 Cape pyKoii:

— He BboIHYX1ali MEHSI TTIOAXOAUTH K Te0e.

Capa He ocMeTnIach OCTyIIaThCs.

Omna no1ina 3a MeppuKkoM, TSI, KaK OH BEITACKMBAET OIESII0
1 TIOAYIIKY B TEMHBIN KOpUIOp. Ybs-TO O60IbIIAS TEHb MPOMETbKHYIA
B TEMHOTE U 3aTtamiach B yriry. OHa cMoTpesia Ha Meppuka IIMpoKo
OTKPBITHIMU, UCITyTaHHBIMM TJIa3aMHU.

— Cunu 3nech U He nBuraiics. Eciu ociyinaenibes, 51 0poliry Teos
B MOpe U cKopmtio Kpabam. IToHsina?

Bo pty y Capsl nnepecoxiio, oHa He MOTJia IIPOM3HECTU HU CJIOBa.
IToaToMy mpoCTO KMBHYJIA.

B nBepsix nmokazanach XJos:

— MeppHuK, s He MOTY OCTaBUTb €€ 31eCh OfHY. S Buesa KphICY.

— OHa cIMIIKOM MaJjia, M KPBICH €€ TporaTh He OyayT. OHa BIIOJIHE
CMOXET IOOBITh 31ech. Eit moHpaBuTcs.— OH moTpernai AeBOYKY M0
meke.— Benb Tak? OcTaBaiicst 31ech, moka XJ1os He 1To30BeT Te0s1. U He
CXOIIM C 9TOTO MECTa 10 TeX IMOp, IOKa OHA He TIPUIET 3a TOOOA.

— JI-na, cap,— u3 nocjaeaHux cui Beinasuiia Capa. CioBa 3acTpsuiv
y Hee B ropJie.

— Buauiib? — OH BBIIPSIMUJICS U TIOCMOTpPEJ Ha XJI0I0, TOTOM
BTOJIKHYJI ee 00paTHO B KOMHaTy. CIyCTsI MTHOBEHME IBEPh 32 HUMU
3aKphLIACh.

Capa cibliana ronoc Meppuka u xuxukanbe Xiaou. [Torom no Hee
TIOHECTUCH IPYTHe 3BYKH, OT KOTOPBIX eli cTayio cTpairHo. OHa xoresa
y0exxaTh, HO BCIIOMHMIIA o0ellaHrue Meppuka CKOpMUTh ee KpabaM,
€CJIM OHa yiieT. B ucrmyre oHa yKpblIach OJESIJIOM C TOJIOBOM U 3aKpblia
VILIW JTaTOHSIMMU.

HactynuBias TuinHa aBuja Ha Hee CO BCeX CTOPOH, U IaBJIEHUE
Bce HapacTaso. BeirnsasiBas us-non onesiina, Capa BcMaTpuBaiach
B TeMHBII Kopunop. Eit kazanock, YTo U3 TyCTOro Mpaka Ha Hee CMOTPSIT
YbU-TO TJ1a3a. Yto, eciiv Kpbica BepHeTcsi? Ee cepiiie KoJoTUiI0Ch, Kak
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OrpOMHBII OapabaH, Bce Teio Apoxkaao. OHa yciblliaia Jierkoe lapa-
TaHue U BCS CXaJlach, BIJISIBIBAsICh B TEMHOTY, UCITyTaHHAs TEM, UTO
TaM MOTJIO MPSITAThCA.

JBepb OTKpbLIACh, M OHA MTOICKOYMJIA OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTU. B Kopu-
Jop Beiea Meppuk. OHa npuxanach K CTeHe B HaJieXK/Ie, UTO OH €€ He
3ameTuT. OH npoiiesa Mumo. OH yxke 3a0bU1 0 ee cyllecTBoOBaHuuU. 1 naxe
He B3IJISIHYJI Ha Hee, HaIlpaBJIssCh K JIeCTHUIIE. XJ10s ceifiuac BuIaeT
1 1o30BeT ee. OHa 3a0epeT ee 13 3TOTO TEeMHOTO, XOJIOMHOTO KOPUIOpA.

ITpoxoauanm MUHYTHI, TTOTOM Yachl.

X104 He BbIILIA. 3aKyTaBIIMCh B OIESII0 U MPUXKABIINUCH K CTEHE,
Capa npomosoKaia kXnaTh — Tak e, Kak Xaaja MaMmy B TOT JeHb, Koraa
npuexaj Ajekc.

skoksk

Y1TpoMm, ¢ nepBbIMU JIydaMU COJIHIIA, XJI0SI MPOCHYAACh C KYTKOM
rojaoBHOM 60bt0. [Toxoxe, BUepa oHa BbIMKWJIA CJIMIIKOM MHOTO 3JIf,
TaK 4TO C TPYJIOM MOTJia BOPOYaTh sI3bIKOM. BBITSIHYB pyKYy, OHa MOTpo-
rajia mycTylo XOJIOAHYIO KpOBaTh U MOHsIA, YTo MeppuK yxe yiien. 1o
OBLIO TaK Ha Hero rmoxoxe. OTKpOBEHHO roBOPSI, ceitdac eit He 1o HEero.
[Tocse Bcero, 4To MPOUBOIILIO 3TOM HOUBIO, OH HE CMOXKET CKa3aThb, UYTO
He noouTt ee. Eit 3axorenoch Kode. [TonHsBIINCH, OHA OBICTPO YMbLIACh
u ofenach. OTKPBIB ABEPh, OHA YBHU/e/a peOeHKa, CXKaBILErocsl B XOJIO/I-
HOM KOPUJIOpE; TOJIyObIe T1a3a AeBOUYKU OIecTeu.

— Ox! — XJ10s1 HE cMorJIa ciepXKaTh U3yMJIeHHbI B310x. OHa coBep-
IIEHHO 3a0bLj1a 0 CBOUX 00s13aHHOCTAX. CTpax U YyBCTBO BUHbBI OJHO-
BpPEMEHHO HaBAJIMJIMCh Ha Hee. A ecii Maii y3HaeT, 4To ee JoYKa BCIo
HOYb CITaJla B 3TOM MpayHOM U cbIpoM Kopuaope? Ona mogusiia Capy
1 BHecsa B KoMHaty. Ee MajieHbKue pydky ObLTU Kak Jied, BCe TeJ0 IMo-
0eJiesio oT XoJ10/1a.

— He roBopu MmamMe,— 4yTh He T1ada ckazaia Xiosa.— Eciu MeHs
BBITOHSIT C pabOThI, 3TO OYAET TOIBKO TBOSI BUHA.— OHa pa303auiiach,
TMOHSIB, HACKOJIbKO yrpoKarollielt Obuia cuTyanus. Ee mojoxeHue 3aBuceno
Ternepb OT MOJIYAHUS 3TOro pedeHKa.— [ToueMy Thl HOUBIO He TIpHUIILIa
B KoMHaty? Korna Meppuk yxoIui, OH Ke cKazall, YTO Thl MOKeIllb BOUTH?

— Her, He ckazan. OH cKa3aJl, 4To 51 He J0JKHA CXOIUTh C MECTa, TToKa
Tl MEHSI He M030BellIb,— TUXOHBKO MpolienTaia Capa, HaulHas T1aKkaTh.

— He nrr! 4 caprmrana, yto oH ckasan! Bee 66110 coBceM He Tak!
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Capa 3ariakaa ele CuIbHee — OT CMYIIIEHUS 1 cTpaxa.

— IIpoctu Mens, Xnos. ITpoctu menst. [Tpoctu.— I1aza MmajeHbKOM
JIEeBOYKHU MoKpacHenu ot ciel.— [loxanyiicta, He roBopu Meppuky.
41 6010Ch, UTO OH CKOPMUT MeHsI KpabaM ujn cOpocut co ckaubl! OH
Belb oberan!

— Hy, xBaturt! Ilepecranp ninakats! — ¢ gocamoii 6pocusa Xios,
ocThiBast.— I1mau Bce paBHO He ToMoxKeT. CKaxku, TIOMOT JIM OH KOTJa-
HuUOyab TBOeK Mame? — YyBCTBys yrpbI3eHUS COBECTH, OHa B3siia Capy
Ha PyKU U NpuKkaja K cede.— Mbl HUKOMY He CKaxeM. DTo OyneT Halll
¢ TOOOI CEeKpeT.

MeppuK Oosiblile He TIpUILIe)T, U XJI0s1 CUJIbHO HAIllMIach Ha CIEIy0-
muii Beuep. Yinoxus Capy B IOCTe/Ib, OHA CITyCTUJIaCh B 0ap, HaJesICh,
4TO OH mpuaeT rmosxe. OH He mosgBuicsa. OHa ocuaesa eile HEMHOTO,
pa3BlieKasiCh U CMESICh BMECTE C IPYTMMM, JeJiasi BUII, UTO €€ COBCEM
HUYero He 0eCOKOUT. 3aTeM ITOAHSIACh B KOMHATY, IPUXBATUB OYTHLIKY
poma. Capa mpocHyIach ¥ CUIea Ha TIOCTEN ¢ IIMPOKO PacTaXHyThIMU
rJa3amu.

XJ10€ 3axoTesoch oroBopuTh. Eif Hy>XKHO ObLIO BBITYCTUTH Iap. OHa
HeHaBuIena Meppuka 3a TO, UYTO OH CHOBA 3aCTaBUJI ee cTpanath. OHa
CJIMIIIKOM YacTo MO3BOJIsIIa eMy paHUTh cebs1. Korma ke HakoHell oHa
Hay4yuTCs OTKa3bIBaTh eMy? 3aueM oHa BepHyJiachk? OHa Xe 3Hajia, 4To
ciyuurcs. Tak ObLIO Beeraa.

— 4 monemock ¢ To60# uctuHamu TocrogHumu, ManeHbKasi. Ciyiiait
BHMMaTesbHO. — CresaB O0JIbIION TIOTOK, OHA TIPOTJIOTHIA CJIE3bI U BbI-
IMyCTWJIa Ha CBOOOY BCIO HAKOIMBIIIYIOCS TOpeYb U 3710CTh: — Bce, uTo
HY>XHO MY>KYMHaM, 9TO UCIIOJIb30BaTh TeOs1. Korma Thl OTKphIBaeIlb mepes
HUMU CBOE Ceplilie, OHU pa3dMBalOT ero Ha KyCOUKHM. — BhICKa3aBIIUCh,
OHa OTITUJIa U3 OYTHUIKY 1 100aBuja 4yTh CABIIHO: — MM BceM Harlie-
BaTh. [TocMoTpu Ha cBoero namnarty. Jlymaer i oH o TBoeit Mame? Her...

Capa nomsITanach 3apbIThCs B ONESIO U 3aTKHYTD YIIIHU.

— IToxoxe, ManeHbKas MPUHIIECCA HE XOUEeT CJBIIIATh TOPHKYIO
npaBay? OTo MJI0X0, 0YEHD IJIOX0.— XJI051 BUXPEM MOACKOUMIIA K €€
KpoBaTH 1 copBasia ¢ Hee opesno. Korma Capa mombitanach OTION3TH,
XJ1051 cXBaTWJIa €€ 32 HOI'M U MoTalmia K cede.— Cuau v ciiyiaii me-
Hs1! — OHa cxBaTuiIa pebeHKa U ¢ cuioi BeTpsixHyaa. Capa 3aKMypuiach
U 3aKpblIa pykamu Jinio.— CMoTpu Ha MeHs! — OyliieBajia X105 10 TeX
mop, moka Capa He MocIIyIanach.
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Capa cMoTpeJia Ha >KeHILIMHY OTPOMHBIMU OT y»Kaca riazamMmu. OHa
Jpoxkajia BCeM TeJIOM. XJ10s1 ocaabuiia XBaTKy.

— TBos1 MamMa npocuJia mo3adboTUThCS 0 Tebe,— cKazaja oHa.— YTo X,
s1 mo3abouych. A noaenrock ¢ To60oi uctuHamu boxbumu. Ciyiiai
u yuucb.— OHa otnyctuiia ee, U Capa cujesna HeMoJBUXHO U TUXO.

37100HO0 yCTaBUBIIMCH Ha Hee, XJI0sI yceaach B KPECI0 Y OKHA U IJIOT-
Hysa poMma. [Totom ykazana Ha Capy najiblieM, MbITAsICh AEPKAThb PYKY
TakK, YTOObI OHA HE TPSICJIACK.

— TBoi1 yynecHbIH naraiiia rjieBai Ha BceX M 00JIblie BCEro Ha TeOsl.
TBost MaMa MHTEPECYET €ro TOJbKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO OHA MOXET €My J1aTh.
N ona otnaet emy Bce. OH NOSIBJISIETCS, KOTa €MY YTOJIHO, UCTIOJIb3YET
€€ 1 BO3BpAlllaeTCs Ha CBOE MPEKPACHOM JIOIIaaU B CBOM MUJIbIN J0OM,
K XK€HEe-apuCTOKpaTKe U XOPOIIO BOCIUTAHHBIM AETSAM. A TBOSI Mama?
OHa XMBET B OXXMIIaHUU, KOTJIA XK€ OH OMSITh MPUEIET K HEM.

Ona HaOmonana 3a TeM, Kak Capa Bce 00JIbliie TPUKMMAaeTcs K CTEHE.
Kak 6ynTo creHa cMOXeT 3allUTUTh ee... OTKyaa ke peOeHKY 3HaTh, YTO
HUYTO HE MOXET 3alLMTUTh XEHIIUHY OT KECTOKMX, XOJOIHbIX (DAKTOB.
X108 TPYCTHO YyCMEXHYJIach U MoKayasa rojioBO:

— TBos MaTh Takas Mmuiias 1 riiynasi. OHa XJIET ero ¥ TOTOBa 11€J10BaTh
€My HOT'M, KOTJia OH BO3BpalllaeTcs. A 3Haellb JI1 Thl, IOYEMY OH TaK
penko npuesxaer? M3-3a 1e6s1. OH HE MOXET BUIETh CBOE€ COOCTBEHHOE
oTpojabe. TBos MaMa Iu1aueT U yMOJISIET €T0 OCTaThCsl, HO Pa3Be €l 3TO
XOTb pa3 MoMorjio? PaHo WM MO3MHO OH YCTaHET OT Hee U BLIOPOCUT ee
U3 CBOEH XXKMU3HU, KaK HeHY>KHbII Mycop. M Tebst BMecTe ¢ Heil. Ha aTo
Thl TOYHO MOXEIllb PACCYUTHIBATD.

Capa rpoMKo I11akaja, u XJjosl, HoA0iAs 1 HAKJIOHUBILIKCH, OTepJia
€l CIIe3Hl.

— B aToM Mupe BceM JIpyr Ha apyra HarjieBaTh, — IMPOAOJKIIa XJ10s.
Eii ObL710 TOCKJIMBO, OHA MpayHesa ¢ KaXI0il ceKyHnoil.— Bce Mbl uc-
MOJIb3yeM JPYT Apyra, Tak Wiv nHade. YToObl HaM ObL10 Xopoiio. M
110x0. Minu BooOliie HUKaK. ¥ HEKOTOPBIX 3TO OY€Hb XOPOIIO IoJIyva-
ercs. Hanpumep, y Meppuka. Mnu y TBoero 6oratoro mnarmbl. OcTajabHbIe
MPOCTO OEPYT TO, UTO MOTYT YXBATUTb.

Mbeiciu Xnou HaunMHaIu myTaTbes. OHa He TepecTaBajia TOBOPUTD,
HO €€ BeKM CKOPO TaK OTSIXKeJIeJIU, UYTO OHa YK€ HEe MOIJIa UX OTKPBITh.
ITornyG:ke yceBIIMCH B YI0OHOE KPecJio, AeBYIIIKa CKJIOHIJIA TOJI0BY Ha
Tpy/ib.
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Bce, uto eii HyXXHO, 3TO HECKOJILKO MUHYT cHa. bosbiiie Huuero. OHa
MOCITUT, ¥ BCe OYAET XOPOIIIO...

Capa cMmoTtpeJsia Ha XJI010, KOTOpasl MpoJoJKaja YTO-TO OYyOHUTD,
ynoOHee ycTpauBasiCh B Kpeciie, IoKa HakKoHell He ycHyJ1a. Crajia oHa
ITYMHO, 13 yTOJIKa €€ MPUOTKPHITOrO pTa MEUIEHHO CTeKajia CIIoHaA.

Capa TaK ¥ cujesna Ha CMSITOM KpOBaTH, IPOXKa U MBITAsICh TIOHSTD,
npasa Jju 0buta Xios. Ho riue-To riayooko B myllie oOHa 3Hajla, 4To XJI0s
npaBa. Eciau Obl ee oTIy ObLIO HEOe3pa3IMyHO, pa3Be OH CMOT OBbI T10-
kenath el cmeptu? Eciu 661 MaMa 3a00TH1ach O HEll, OHa HUKOTAa Obl
He OTIpaBUJIa €€ OHY TaK Jajeko.

WUctunsl boxsu. Yto 310 Takoe, UCTUHBI boxbu?

Crnemyronmm yrpoM oHu yexaiu. Mope Capa He yBuliea aaxke MeJIbKOM.

ek

Korna oHu npuexanu 1oMoii, MaMa ctapajiiach BECTH ce0s1 Tak, OyaTo
Bce B nopsiake, Ho Capa orajibiBajiach, YTO MTPOMCXOAUT YTO-TO yKacHOE.
[Tepen JOMOM CTOSLJI0 MHOXKECTBO KOPOOOK, a MaMa YIaKOBbIBaJia BEIIH.

— MbI eeM B TOCTH K TBOMM JeAyIIKe 1 0a0yIlKe, — BECeI0 MPOoro-
BOpHUJia MaMa, HO ee TJla3a CMOTpesu 0e3XXu3HeHHO.— OHU XXe HU pasy
TeOs1 HE BUACIU.

OHa ckasana XJjoe, 4To eii OyJIeT oueHb ee He XBaTaThb. XJIOs TpoCcuia
ee He paccTpauBaThess. OHM ¢ BoOOM, CKOTHMKOM, BCe XK€ peILIIn I10-
>KEHUTBhCS. MaMa BbIcKazalia HaJieX Ty, UYTO BCe Y HUX MTOJTYYUTCS U OHU
OyayT CYaCTJIMBBI, TTOC/IE YeTo X108 yIIla.

[Tocpenu Houn Capa npocHyIach. MaMbl He ObLJIO Ha KpOBaTH, HO
Capa cablana ee rojoc. OHa TolllJ1a Ha ero 'pOMKUiA 3BYK U TTonajia
B rocTuHY10. OKHO OBbLJIO OTKPBITO, M OHA BBITJISIHYJIA Ha yaully. YTo
Mama TaM jeJiaeT cpeayd Houu?

JlyHa spko ocBeliana can, u Capa cpasy yBujaejia Mmamy, Kotropas
CKJIOHUJIaCh HaJl 1IBETOUHBIMU KyCTaMU B CBOeli 6esioii copouke. OHa
oOphbIBaja 1BeThl. KycT 3a KycToM, OHa BblIepruBajia pacTeHUsl U pa3-
OpachiBajia X B pa3HbIe CTOPOHbI, PhIIasi U YTO-TO CYJTOPOXKHO TOBOPSI.
[TomHsIB HOX, OHa BCTaja Ha HOTM U MOJOIILIA K IPYroMy KycTy. BHOBb
OIYCTUBILIUCH Ha KOJIEHU PSIIOM CO CBOMMM JIIOOMMBIMU PO3aMU, OHA
HauaJjia cpe3aTb UX, OJIHY 3a apyroii. Bce no enuHoii.

3aKOHUYMB, MaMa COTHYJIaCh M CUjeJia TaK, CKOPUYMBIINUCH, TOKAYH -
Basich M BcxiuIbiBasi. Hoxk mo-npexxHemy ObLT B ee pyKe.
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Capa orycTuaach Ha TOJI U CTIIPSATaIach B TEMHOTE, 3aKPBIB TOJIOBY
pyKamu.

skoksk

Bech cienytolyii AeHb OHU MPOBEJIU B 1OPOTE, HOUbIO CIai B KOM-
HaTe MaJIeHbKOI rOCTUHUIIBI. MaMa MouTu Hu4ero He ropopuia, u Capa
JIMIIIL Kpermye MprKuMaia K cede CBolo KyKity. B koMHaTe Obljia TOJIbKO
OJlHa KpoBaTh, 1 Cape MpUILIOCH CIaTh, MPUXABIIKNCh K MaMe, YeMy OHa
ObLTa 04eHb paaa. [IpocHYBIIMCH yTPOM, OHA YBUENA, YTO MaMa CUIUT
Yy OKHa, riepedupast 4eTKu 1 MoJisich. Capa nmpuciyiiajgach, He TOHMMas,
K €IMHCTBEHHOM (hpa3e, KOTOPYIo MaMa 0e3 KOHIIa IOBTopsiIa:

— IIpoctu mens, Tocnongu Mucyce, s cama Bo BceM BUHOBaTa... Mea
culpa, mea culpa — Mos1 BUHa, MOsI BUHA...

Bech ciaeayommii 1eHb OHU OTISITh MPOBEIU B IOPOTe U HAKOHEI!
nmpuexaju B ropoa. Mama Obljla cocpeloToueHHOI 1 OieaHoit. OHa
npuuecaina Capy, npuriaania ofexXay Ha Hell U momnpaBuia ei HUISIIKY.
B3sina ee 3a pyky, 1 oHU nouwiv no gopore. Lllnu oueHpb goaro, moka
HaKOHEll He TIPUILLIM Ha YIUILy, 00CakeHHYIO IePEBbSIMMU.

[Tomoiias K 6eoMy 3a00py, OHM OCTAHOBUJIMCH Y BOPOT.

— boxe, moxainyiicra, rmoxanyicra, IOMOTY UM MPOCTUTh MEHST, —
wernrana mama.— O, Tocroau, moxainyicra...

Capa nmocmortpesa Ha oM. OH ObLT HEOOJIBIIMM, HE HAMHOTO 0OJIb-
1Ie UX J0oMa, HO el O4eHb MOHpaBUIaCch BepaHaa U LIBETOUHbIE TOPIIKU
Ha TogoKoHHUKaX. KpyXeBHble 3aHABeCKHU 3aBepliajiyd KapTUHY. Bce
YBUJEHHOE IMOKAa3aJ10Ch el MpUBJIeKaTEIbHBIM.

OHU OJOLIJIN K IBEPU, MaMa IIyOOKO B3IOXHYJIa 1 ITocTydaia. Ha
CTYK BBIIILIA ce/lasi )KeHIMHa HeOOIbIIIOTo pocTa.

Ha Heii ObI10 caTUHOBOE IJ1aThe B MEJIKUIA 1IBETOUEK 1 O€JIbIi TIepeaHMK.
OHa Bce cMoTpesia M cMoTpesia Ha MaMy. Ee r1aza HamoJTHUIUCH clie3aMu.

— O,— ToJbKO U cMoria TpousHect oHa.— O, Tocroau...

— 4 BepHynach nomoii, Mama. [Toxanyiicta, Mmo3BoJib MHE OCTaThCS.

— D710 He TaK MpocTo. Thl 3HaEIb, YTO 3TO COBCEM HE MPOCTO.

— MHe Hekyzaa Gosbllie UATU,— cKa3ajia Mama.

XKenmuna B3rsgHyna Ha Capy.

— He cTouT gaxe copaiuuBaTh, Yeil 3TO peOEHOK, — MIPOroBOpHIa
OHa C TPYCTHOM yJIbIOKOI.— OHa OYeHb KpacuBa.

— Iloxanyiicra, MaMa...
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KeHIiMHa OTKpbLIa ABEPH LIKMPE U BIycTuiia uxX. OHU MPOIILIN B He-
00JIbIIIYI0 KOMHATY, BCIO 3aCTaBJEHHYI0 KHUTaMMU.

— TlogoxauTe 31€ch, OKa s TOTOBOPIO C TBOUM OTILIOM,— cKa3ajia
>KEHIIIMHA U BbIIILIA.

Mawma xonuia, HEpBHO 3a1aMbiBast pyku. Ha HECKOJIbKO CeKyH/1 OHa
3aMepJia, IPUKPHIB IM1a3a. Ee ryonl 1meBeanauch. 2KeHIHa BepHyJiach
C COBEPIIEHHO OEJIbIM JIMIIOM: Ka3aJ0Ch, HA HEM 100aBUI0CH MOPIIMH.
ITo ee 1niekam TeKJIu Ciie3bl.

— Hert,— ropnko coobuiuia oHa. OgHo cioBo. Toiabko ogHo. «HeT».

Mawma 1iarsyJia K ABE€pH, HO XEHIIMHA OCTAHOBUJIA €€:

— Bce, 4TO OH CKaXeT, TOJbKO paHUT TeOs ele OOJIblIIe.

— Panut? Pa3Be 4TO-TO CMOXKET paHUTh MEHSI ellie 0oJIbIle, Mama?

— Mbii, moxaiyiicra, He HaJo...

— 4 crany ymossth. S 6polrych Ha KoJeHU. S cKaxy, YTO OH ObLI
npaB. OH ObLI IpaB.

— BOro He nomoxkeT. OH cKa3zaj, 4YTo ero 104b ymepJa.

Mbii mobexaia K 1BEpHu.

— 4 He ymepna!l — paznaics ee Kpuk.

KeniuHa noneiTajgack yaepxathb ee. OHa ObICTPO MOIILIA CJEI0M,
IUIOTHO MPUKPHIB 32 cO00i 1Bepb. Capa ocTajach OHa U Cujea, Ipu-
CIYLIMBASICh K TOHOCSIIMMCS TOJIOCAM.

Yepes HECKOJILKO MUHYT MaMa BepHyJiach. Ee Ju1io ObL10 0OUueHb
OJieIHBIM, HO CJIE3bI YK€ BbICOXJIU.

— Bcrapaii, noporasi, — ckazaja oHa XMypo.— MBblI yXOI1M.

— Mbii,— 3aroBopuiia xeHiuuHa. — O, Moii...— [lonoiins, oHa 4yTo-
TO BJIOXKWJIA €1 B JIaJIOHb.— DTO BCE, UYTO Y MEHS €CTb.

Mawma He npou3Hecsa HU cjioBa. I3 coceqHeli KOMHAThI JOHECCS
pa3apaXeHHbIl, TpeOoBaTeIbHbINI royIocC.

— MHe HYXHO UATH,— OBICTPO IIPOroBOPKMJIA XKEHIIMHA.

Mawma KMBHYJIa, U OHM BBIIILIA 32 JBEPb.

Hoiins 10 KoH1a 3es1eHo| ajuier, M3 pa3xaia JaJJoHb U B3JIsIHY/1a Ha
KYITIOpY, KOTOpylo aaia eit MmaTh. KpuBo ycmexHynack. Omnsith B3siia Capy
3a pyKY, U OHU JBUHYJKCH aaiibliie. Ciie3bl pyubeM TEKJIU 110 €€ 1IeKaM.

sk

Mama npopaia cBoe KOJIbLIO C pyOMHOM M xkeMUyT. Ha 3Tu 1eHbI'v OHU
CMOTJIU TIPOKUTH KAKOE-TO BpeMs B rocTMHUIIE. Bckope Mama rpogana
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MY3bIKQJIbHYIO IIIKATYJIKY, U €llle HEKOTOPOE BPEMSI OHM JOBOJIBHO MPU-
JIMYHO XWJIM B HEAOPOTOM MaHcuoHe. Koraa 1eHbrv 3aKOHYMIUCh, MaMa
nonpocuiia Capy oTaaTh XpycTajabHoro Jieoens. Ha monydeHHbIe OT Mpo-
JIAXW CPENICTBA OHU IOCTATOYHO JIOJITO CHUMAJIU 3aXy1alyto MeOIMpOBaH-
HYI0 KOMHATy B COMHUTEJIbHOM pailoHe, TT0Ka B KOHIIE KOHIIOB MaMe He
yIaJ0Ch HAWTH JIauyTy HEAJEKO OT HbIO-IMOPKCKOTO MOPTa U CHATH €€.

Hakonen Capa yBuzesa Mope. B Bojie 11aBajio MHOXECTBO Mycopa.
Ho naxe HecMOTps1 Ha 3TO, MOPE OYEHbB IOJI0OMIOCH €.

WMHorna oHa cunena Ha npuyaie. Eit HpaBUIICS MPONMUTaHHBIN COJIBIO
1 A0[I0M BO3/1yX U KOpabJi1, KOTOPbIE 3aXOMUJIN B TTOPT AJIS pa3rpy3KHu.
Ei1 HpaBuioCh, Kak LIyMST BOJIHbI, pa30UBasiCh O MUPC, HPABUJIUCH
KPMKHU YaeK HaJl TOJIOBOY.

B niopty 6610 MHOXKECTBO MaTPOCOB U3 pa3HbIX cTpaH. HekoTophie
W3 HUX TIPUXOAWIN B TOCTU K MaMme, U B Takue aJHU Capy Npocuiiv nom-
TU NOTYJISITh. MaTpochl HUKOTA HE 3aA€PXKUBAIUCH CIUILIKOM JOJITO.
Hexoropnie, noxnonas Capy 1o 1ieke, ToBOPUIM, YTO BEPHYTCS, KOT1a
OHa HEMHOTO TTO/IPACTET.

KTto-TO 13 HMX naxe ckazaj, uyto Capa KkpacuBee MaMmbl, HO Capa
3HaJja, 4To 3TO HeMNpaB/a.

Eit oueHb HEe HpaBUJIUCH BCE 3TU MYKUMHBI. Mama cMesiiach ¢ HUMU
1 BeJia ceds1 Tak, Oy/ITO OUeHb pajia X MPUXO/Y, HO KOTJa OHU YXOAWIH,
OHa TJj1aKajia v MuJja BUCKU, TTOKa He 3achinajia Ha CMSTON KpOBaTH,
CTOSBILEH Y OKHA.

Koraa Cape ncnojHUIOCh CéMb, OHA 3aAyMajiach Had TeM, 4TO ei
roBopuJja Xjos o0 «uctuHax boxbux». MoxeT ObITh, OHa ObLIa B YeM-
TO IpaBa?

OnHax bl K HUM npuiien asas Po6. OHu cTaiu XuTh BMECTE, U BCe
MOHEMHOTY CTaJlo HajaxuBaThcsl. K MamMe MouTH nepectany 3aX0AUTh
JIpyrve My>kunuHbl. OHU MPUXOAUIU TOJBKO TOTJA, KOr/a B KapMaHax
nsau Poba He ObU10 CiIbIIHO 3BOHA MOHET. OH ObLT OYeHb O0JIBIION
U TIYTIbIA, 1 MaMa OTHOCHUJIACh K HEMY C JII000BbI0. OHU BMECTe criajivu
B TOI caMoli ITocTeu y oKHa, a Cape MoCcTe/InIn Ha MOJTY.

— OH He CIMIITKOM CMBIIIJICHBIN, — OJHAXIbI CKa3aia el MaMa,— HO
y Hero 100poe cepilie, U OH cTapaeTcsl 3a00TUThCS 0 Hac. Bpems ceituac Ts-
JKeJloe, MHOTIa OH HUYETO He MOXET 3apaboTtaTh. EMy Hy:XXHa MOSI TOMOIIb.

briBanu nHu, korga Po06 mnpocTo cuaen y iBepu, HalmuBaJICs U T1eJI
MECHU O KEHIIMHAX.
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B noxxnnuBble THU OH IIEJT B COCENCKUI TPAKTUP U TIPOBOAMIT BPEMSI
¢ Ipy3bsIMU, 2 MaMa HamnuBasiach U criayna. Capa, 4ToObl XOTh KaK-TO
pa3BievYbCsl, OTBICKMBAJIA KECTSIHbIE OAHOYKM, OYMIIAJIa UX OT TPSI3U
U HaTupaJsa ao oiecka. OHa rojcTaBisijia UX B Te MeCTa, TIe IpoTeKaia
KpBIIIa, U B TOXIb CUAETA U CIyIIajia My3bIKY, KOTOPYIO U3IaBasid Oa-
HOYKM, KOTa B HUX MTOTAaAaIu Karjiyd BOIbI.

XJ10$1 0Ka3anach rpasa, KOoraa roBopuJia, YTo cjae3aMu ropio He IToMO-
xe1rb. Mama Bce Bpemst Tiakaia. Capa ycTasa oT ee Tiaya, OHa cTapajach
3aTKHYTb Y11, YTOOBI 00JIbIlIE HUYETO HE CIbIIAaTh. Beab 3Tu phlaaHus
HUYEro He MOTJIM U3MEHUTb.

Korma Capa rpoxonusia 1o yiulie, IeT! Ipa3HUIN e, a MaMy Ha3bIBaIl
OCKOpPOUTENIbHBIMU clloBaMU. Capa TOJIbKO CMOTpesia Ha HUX M HUYETO He
oTBevasia. Bece, 4To OHU roBopuiin, OBLIO MPaBAOi; CIOPUTH C 3TUM OBLIO
HeBO3MOXHO. CJ1e3bI TOACTYIAIM K IJ1a3aM M Bce BHYTPU CKMMAJIOCh OT
0011, — el CTAaHOBUJIOCH TaK TSIKEJIO, YTO Ka3aJoch, OHA HE CMOXKET 3TOTO
BbIHecTH. Torma oHa mporaaTbiBajia cae3bl U MpsiTaga X Kak MOXKHO ITy0-
ke — B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OHM TIPEBPATMIIMCh B MAJICHHKHE TBEPIIbIC KAMEIIIKI
B ee rpyau. Capa Haydnaach CMOTPETh B IJ1a3a CBOMM MYUYUTEJISIM U YITbI-
0atbcd ¢ mpe3peHreM. OHa Haydyuiach BECTU ce0sl TaK, OyATO HUYTO U3
CKa3aHHOTO ee He 3aj7ieBaeT. MHorma oHa neitajgachk yoeauThb ce0si B 9TOM.

sk

Toii 3umoii, Korga Cape UCITOJTHUIIOCHh BOCEMb, MaMa TSKeJI0 3a00-
nena. OHa He cTajia pumIaiiaTh Bpaya. OHa roBopuia, 4to eit mpocTo
HaJ0 OTAOXHYTb. HO ¢ KaX/IbIM THEM el CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE XYK€, IbIIIaTh
OBLIO BCE TpYAHEE.

— [To3aboThcst 0 MOei MaJleHbKOI JeBouke, P06, — mompocuia mama.
N ynpIGHYyMach, Kak paHbIIIE.

YMepiia oHa yTpoM, ¢ MepBbIMU JlydaMU BECEHHETO COJTHIIA, CXXUMasT
yeTKU B pyke. Pob rpomko miakai, a Capa ctosiia Mosua. Cie3 He ObLIO,
HO ObIJTa HEBBIHOCUMaS TsikecTh BHYTpU. Korna Pob HeHamonro yiiern,
OHa JieTJjia psiIoM C MaMoit U OOHsIJIa ee.

Mawma Obli1a oueHb X0J01Hasi U oKkoueHeBIasi. Cape Tak XOTeJ0Ch
corpeTth ee. Ee rnasa HamoaHuuch ciaezaMu. OHa MpUKpbLIa UX U 1HeT-
Tajla CHOBa U CHOBA:

— Ilpocuucsk, mama! I1pocHucs! IToxanyiicta, mpocHucs!..— Mama
He mpockblinaiack, 1 Capa yxe He Morjia ciepxaTh clies.— S xouy ¢ To0oii.
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3abepu u meHs, boxe. f xouy yiiTu BMecTe ¢ MaMoii.— OHa pblaajia 10
TeX Iop, MOKa CUJI COBCEM He ocTanoch. IIpocHynack orToro, uro Poo
rnogHUMan ee ¢ Kpoatu. C HUM OBLIO e11le HECKOJbKO MYKUMH.

Capa yBuzeia, UTo OHU 3a0MpaOT MaMy, M 3aKpuyajia, YTOObl OHU
OCTaBWJIM €€ 3/1eCh U He Tporaiu. Pob kpenko aepxan Capy, mprKumast
K cebe, TToKa ApyTrue MpoaoJiKalu 3aBOPaYMBaTh MaMy B IIPOCTHIHIO.
Capa npuTuxJjia 1 CMOTpeJia 3a TeM, 4YTO OHHU jeiatoT. Pob oTmycTu ee,
1 OHa ceJa Ha TIOJL.

My>X4nHBI pa3roBapuBajn MexXay co0oii, cioBHO Capbl He ObLIO
B KOMHaTe. MOXeT ObITh, €€ IpexKHel IeiiCTBUTEbHO He ObL10. MoXeT
ObITh, OHA CTaJla APYTON.

— Crnopto, uTo Mbii Korma-To ObljIa 04YeHb KPpacuBOI, — MPOU3HEC
OIIMH U3 MY>KYMH, CIITUBast TPOCTHIHIO.

— Eit nyuine ceituac,— noaxsatui Po0O, cHoBa HauMHasl riakaTbh. —
Ceituac oHa cuaciuba. M cBobosHa.

«Ceo600na,— nonymaina Capa.— Ceoboona om meus. Ecau 6v1 mens
He 0bL10, OHAa Obl JHCUAA 8 XOPOULEHbKOM DepeseHCKoM domuke, ede Kpyeom
usemut. Mama 6vira 66t cuacmausa. OHa Ovina ObL Hcusa».

— Iloronu-ka, — ckazan apyroi myxxurHa. OH B3sUJ1 YETKU U3 PYK
MaMbl, 6pocus Cape Ha KojieHu.— Croplo, oHa XoTeJia Obl OTAATh UX
Tebe, netka.— OH 3aKOHYMJI ClIMBaTh MaTepuall, a Capa, nepedupas
YEeTKHU XOJIOAHBIMU TaJIbIIaMU, CMOTpPEJIa B IYCTOTY.

Ckopo Bce YIILIM U YHEeCIH ¢ coboii mamy. Capa eliie 10JIro cuaelia
OHa 1 pa3MBIIILISIA O TOM, cliepXuT Ju Pob cBoe oOeianue. ITo3a-
0oTuTcs 41 oH o Heil? HacTtynuia Houb, a OH BCe He BO3Bpalllajcs.
Capa BbIIIJIa U3 AOMA U, CITYCTUBIIMCH K IIpUYay, Opocuia 4eTKU
B MYCOPHYIO KyUy.

— I'me xxe TBos1 HOOpoTa? — 3aKpUyaia oHa, MOJAHSIB T'OJIOBY K HeOecaM.

OtBera He ObLI0.

OHa BCITOMHMJIA, YTO OJHAKIBI MaMa XOAMWJIa B OTPOMHYIO 1IEPKOBb
1 JI0JITO Pa3roBapyBajia co CBAIIEHHUKOM. OH YTO-TO TOBOPUIJI €ii, a MaMa
clyiiazia, CKJIOHUB rojioBy. Ciessl Teku 1o ee mekam. C Tex 1op oHa
0oJIbIIIe HUKOT/IA HE XOIMJa B IIEpKOBb, HO MHOTA BCE e Opaya B py-
KW YeTKU U cujesia, mepedupas 0yCMHBI CBOMMU TOHKUMU TaJbliaMu
Y CJTyLIast ITyM JOXKIS.

— Ine TBost no6poTta? — omsAth 3akpuyana Capa.— Ckaxu MHe! —
ITpoxoauBIINiT MMMO MOPSIK YAWBJICHHO B3IJISTHYJ Ha Hee.
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